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ib ae 
Conclusion of the remarks on the Correspondence lately carried ‘ _ 
on between the Associate and Reformed Synods. 


Having offered some observations on five of the articles 
which have been made the subject of a correspondence be. 
tween the ‘Associate and Reformed Synods, it only remains 
that the sixth tenet be taken into consideration. In Reforma. # q 
tion Principles Exhibited, the Reformed Presbytery asserted, ie 
among other things, that Seceders had embodied in their ec- . 
clesiastical standards the following principle :—*t The world bie 
stands, not on purpose to exhibit the system of grace, but in i} ‘ 
order to bring into being the children of Adam, that they ee 
might be punished by the curse of the covenant of works.”* if 
Every person acquainted with Secession principles knows per- y 
fectly that this is a groundless imputation. Every member of y 
the Associate church who reads this will know perfectly that 
he never heard of such a principle being held by his church, 
Nay, it is doubtful whether such a.principle has been ever 
heard of at all but as a fabrication of the Reformed Presbyte- 
ry or Synod. The Associate Synod accordingly in their first 
letter complained of the misrepresentation, and that they 
might leave noroom for further misapprehension, they distinct- by 
ly stated tothe Reformed Synod their belief that the world if 
stands on purpose that the covenant of. grace may be exhibit- vi 
ed and carried into execution ; though they do not say that it 
it stands for this parpose only, because the standing of the y 
world is also necessary in order to the execution of the cove- 
nant of works; for which, as well as for the execution of the 
covenant of grace, the truth of God is engaged.t In their se- 














* Reformation Principles, p. 115. + See first letter. 
VoL. V1. 45 





530 


cond letter they say further—‘ As to the standing of the 
wor!d, it may be said to be, in the order of things, settled in 
the divine purpose, for the bringing forth of all the events 
that shall ever take place in it. The standing of the world is 
equally supposed in all the works, whether of mercy or judg- 
ment, that God purposes to accomplish upon it. How then 
can it be said that nothing else required the standing of the 
world but the administration of the covenant of grace? Or 
that the mediation or interposition of Christ is the sole cause 
ofits standing.”* 

In the face of these declarations the Reformed Synod have 
reiterated this groundless charge, in their last letter, and have 
further made some attempt to vindicate their conduct. In 
this attempt, however, they have completely failed. All they 
have been able to bring forward in their own defence, is the 
following passage taken from Gib’s Sacred Contemplations :-— 
‘‘ Had all mankind been left to perish in the state of sin and 
misery, this world must have come.to a most horrible end, by 
the powerful and unmixed vengeance of God. But it must 
have stood through a course of time in such a condition as 
could serve for the propagation of mankind, till all the chil- 
dren of wrath should be brought forth.” This quotation is 
followed by an effort to shew that they are warranted by it to 
impute this very objectionable tenet to the Associate church. 

In reviewing this part of the Reformed Synod s letter, the 
following things ought to be taken into consideration. Inthe 
first place, this quotation is no authority whatever, for it is 
not taken from the ecclesiastical standards of the Associate 
church. It is readily admitted that Mr. Gib was an eminent 
writer, and his sacred contemplations is doubtless an excel- 
lent book. But this book however valuable it may be, is no 
part of the standards of the Associate church ; and consequent- 
ly, although it may be good authority to prove what may 
have been the principles of its author, it is no certain proof 
of what may have been the professed principles of Seceders. 
Moreover the question is not about what any particular per- 
gon may have written, but about what is contained in the ec- 
clesiastical standards of the Associate church, because they 
have said that this tenet was embodied in these standards.— 
The Reformed Synod were, therefore, bound to produce their 
evidence from these standards, and as they have not done 
this, though called upon to do so, we must conclude they can- 
not do it, and that this principle which they have imputed to 
Seceders is a fabrication of their own, invented by them for 
the purpose of throwing discredit upon their neighbours. 








* Second letter to Reformed Synod. 
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In the second place, even suppose there had been some 
statement like that quoted from Mr. Gib, in the standards ot 
the Associate church, it would not answer the purpose. Such 
a statement would not prove the imputation of the Reformed 
Synod to be just. It is merely a supposition., It takes for 
granted that had there been no covenant of grace, and all man- 
kind left to perish in the state of sin and misery, this world 
must have come-to a most horrible evd by the powerful and 
unmixed vengeance of God. And it further takes for granted 
that the children of wrath must have come into being before 
they could come to such an end. This by their own shewing 
is the whole foundation which the Reformed Synod have for 
this injurious imputation, and every one must see that it is 
very unequal to such a superstructure. 

But wnat objection can the Reformed Synod have to Mr 
Gib for having made this supposition? A supposition which 
no doubt many other excellent persons have made as well as 
he. Canthe Reformed Synod themselves think that had 
there been no covenant of grace the world would not have 
como to a most horrible end? Is it-not said, in the Shorter 
Catechism that the fall brought mankind into a state of sin 
and misery? And is it not, even in that Catechism, taken for 
granted that had they been left in that state they must have 
perished? What-else isto be inferred from the question ‘ 
Did God leave all mankind to perish in the estate of sin and 
misery? Surely this proceeds upon the principle that the 
covenant of grace is the only remedy for delivering them out 
of the state of sin and misery and for bringing them into a 
state of salvation, and thus saving them froma most horrible 
end. The fact is, the Catechism carries the matter quite as 
far as Mr. Gib, who thought the covenant of grace necessary 
to save sinners from a most horrible end, to which their sins 
must otherwise have brought them. 

Mr. Gib’s other supposition is, that they must have come 
into being before they could‘have come to this horrible end. 
Now it is not easy to see what objection the Reformed Synod 
can have to this supposition, unles they think sinners could 
have come to this end without being brought into being at all. 
Surely this would be a much more objectionable supposition 
than Mr. Gib’s, which has nothing unreasonable in it. Did 
not Adam, in the covenant of works, represent his posterity ¢ 


Was not that covenant made with Adam, not only for himself 


but for his posterity? And is it not true that all mankind de- 
scending from him by ordinary generation, sinned in him, and 
fell with him in* his first transgression? But if Adam repre- 
sented all his natural posterity in the covenant of works, surely 
this was done on the principle that they were to come into being, 
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otherwise be. must have represented a posterity that he was 
never to have. And if allthe posterity of Adam sinned in 
him and so became children of wrath, how could they suffer 
the effects of this wrath without being brought into being ‘ 
Moreover, how could all Adam’s posterity descend from him 
by ordinary generation, without the standing of the world, and 
the enjoyment at least of some of the common benefits of life ? 
{t must therefore be quite manifest that according to the 
scheme of the Reformed Synod, the divine threatening must 
have failed, unless it be thought it might have been accom- 
plished by preventing their existence. But this would be con- 
trary to scripture, and to the Confession of Faith, and Cate- 
chisms, all of which proceed upon the principle that Adam was 
actually to have the posterity which he represented in the 
covenant of works. 

Now unless the Reformed Synod think that the breach of 
the covenant of works would not have brought this world to 
«a most horrible end, on the supposition that there had been no 
covenant of grace, or else that the posterity of Adam would 
have come to this end without being born, it is not easy to 
conceive what objection they can have to the supposition of 
Mr. Gib, or how they could have come to the conclusion they 
have drawn from it. Surely ifthere had been no covenant of 
grace, which is the.case supposed by. Mr. Gib, then the world 
could not have stood otherwise than independently of that 
covenant. But it is to be remembered that this is a case mere- 
ly supposed with a view to magnify the grace of God displayed 
in the covenant of grace, in delivering his people from that 
horrible end of which they were in danger by the breach of 
ithe covenant of works, and in making them the heirs of eter- 
nal glory. For since there actually is a covenant of grace, 
the same conclusion cannot be drawn as ought to have been 
drawn had there been no such covenant. Because by the 
revelation of this gracious covenant it is made abundantly evi- 
dent that the building of mercy is the great and ultimate end 
of Jehovah’s purpose. And to say that either Mr. Gib or 
Seceders ever denied this, is tu do them the greatest injustice 
and grossly to misrepresent their statements. But to believe 
tbat the building of mercy is the ultimate end of Jehovah's 
purposes, is no way inconsistent with this supposition of Mr. 
aib. It is believed that the great end which Jehovah has in 
view in all his works is his own glory. To this great end ma- 
ny other ends are subordinate. The most prominent of these 
are the redemption and salvation of his people. For these 
ends as well as for every other purpose which he accomplish- 
es in it, God upholds the world. From these remarks it must 
be obvious that the Reformed Synod have been able to pro- 
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dace nothing to ‘substantiate the charge that the Associate: 
church, or even Mr. Gib, ever maintained “that the world 
stands not on purpose to exhibit the system of grace, but in 
order to bring into being the children of Adam that they might 
be purchased bythe curse of the covenant of works,” and of 
course the whole thing is a contrivance of their own. A re- 
proach taken up against their neighbours without a cause. 

I have now gone over the several articles treated of in the 
correspondence lately carried on between the Associate and 
Reformed Synods, so far as it has been published by the Re- 
formed Synod. But it is proper here to remind the reader 
that there are various other groundless reproaches cast upon 
Seceders by the Reformed-Synod or Presbytery, besides the 
six tenets which have been the subject of the foregoing re- 
marks. ‘These are adverted to by: the Associate Synod in 
their first letter in the following terms :—‘* We adduce not 
these as the whole but the principal misrepresentations of 
which we complain.”? In Reformation Principles Exhibited, 
Seceders are spoken of as having refused to join with the 
Reformed in Scotland, from unworthy motives—* because 
they did not find it convenient to proceed so far.’”’? It is said 
that Seceders knew that it was less dangerous to their world- 
ly €ase and comfort, to despise the censures and disown the 
authority of the church, than to dissent from the civil consti- 
tution by condemning its principles and disowning its magis- 
trates.” Whereas, there was, in fact, no more danger in 
disowning the magistrates as far as the Reformed have ever 
done, than in disowning the authority of the church. It is 
said, contrary to truth, that “ the Associate church maintain- 
ed that Christians had nothing to do about the constitution of 
civil government, but submit to whatever order men should 
establish, whether good or bad.”* ‘That the only question 
which they would permit a Christian to ask is in respect to 
the matter of fact—‘‘Is there any person actually in power ? 
If so he must be recognized as the ordinance of God.”*® “The 
Scottish Seceders exceeded the University of Oxford itselt 
in maintaining the doctrine of passive obedience.”® These 
are a specimen of the groundless aspersions and slanderous 
reproaches which Reformed Presbyterians inthe United States 
have published by the authority of their supreme ecclesiastical 
vourt, for which no motive can be discovered, unless it be 


done with a view to injure their neighbours’ good nante ; for- 


wil but the most ignorant among them mast know tha. they 





d First letter to the Reformed Synod. 4tdem. p. 113. 
2 Reformation Principles exhibited, p. 111, 5 Idem. p. 113. 
+1dém. p. 112. 6 Idem. pp. 193, 114 
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ave no foundation in truth. These might have been made, 
the subject of animadversion, and they might have. been prov- 
ed to be calumnious misrepresentations, and they may possi- 
bly be made the subject of discussion on some future occasion, 
but I must for the present. bring my observations to a close, 
as I only proposed to treat of the late correspondence. 

In the course of these observations I think it has been made 
to appear that these six.tenets, so often mentioned, which 
have been imputed to the Associate church by the Reformed. 
Synod, are a mere fabrication of their own, and it has been 
shewn that they are totally inconsistent with the principles of 
Seceders. ‘I'o this it may now be.added. that the Reformed 
Synod knew perfectly well that Seceders held no such tenets, 
at the very time they were vainly attempting to shew that they 
did hold them. They, in fact, admit in their last letter that 
these tenets are inferences of their own, for they say—‘‘ Still, 
dear brethren, we arraign not your motives—we charge you 
not with believing our conclusions.” So these six tenets are 
conclusions of the Reformed Synod which they do not charge 
Seceders with believing, at the very moment they were la- 
bouring to prove that they did believe them, and had charged 
the Associate.church with embodying in their ecclesiastical 
standards. Surely this is curious sort of conduct in the Re- 
formed Synod, to draw conclusions of their own. and then to 
insist and attempt to prove that these conclusions are princi- 
ples of the Associate church. 

They indeed make some attempt at excusing this conduct 
by saving “ there is a contradiction in the principles of Sece- 
ders, and that they are aware of the impossibility of speaking 
or writing consistently on all the subjects involved in the fun- 
damental differences between the two churches.” There is 
indeed a contradiction, and a very glaring one, between the 
principles of Seceders and.the gross misrepresentations of the 
Reformed Synod ; but it has been distinctly shewn that there 
is no contradiction whatever in the principles themselves. 
‘hey moreover account forthe supposed contradiction iu their 
own way, by saying that Seceders set out asa church, on 
ihe principle of obedience for conscience sake to the British 
government, and consequently have been in a manner com: 
pelled to the arduous task of attempting to reconcile submis- 
:ion to the thrones of iniquity with allegiance to the throne 
ef God. This misrepresentation is, to the fall, as calumnious 
as any they have made. The early history of Seceders clear- 
ty proves that they were never afraid to maintain and vindi- 
cate the truth, nor to bear a pointed testimony against the de- 
fections and corruptions of the British government, while they 
conscientiously yielded to it that obedience which the word vi - 
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God required. In this land of liberty Seceders stady to fol 
low their good example. They lament that there are so ma- 
ny corruptions in our government, and they mourn over them, 
yet they own it as a lawful government ; they cheerfully sup- 
port it and conscientiously submit to it in all things lawful. 
It is much to be regretted that. Reformed Presbyterians do 
not concur with them in this. scriptural course instead of re- 
garding our government as unlawful, and our rulers as usurp- 
ers, while they yield to them all the obedience they require 
of them, as their forefathers did to the British. government.* 

In summing up these remarks, it is proper to ask what good 
has been accomplished by this correspondence. between the 
two Synods? To this it must be replied that all the good 
has not been done that was to be desired, or that might have 
been expected., The object which the Associate Synod had 
in view in commencing it, was to induce the Reformed Synod 
toadopt such measures as would effectually prevent the per- 
nicious effects that might result from the misrepresentations 
so often mentioned.| ‘This could. only be done by their pub- 





* Though Reformed Presbyterians in Scotland and Ireland disowned the 
British government, they nevertheless yielded to it all the obedience which it 
required of them. Indeed it would have been very inconvenient for them to 
have lived in either of those countries, or in any other, without yielding obe- 
dience to the constituted authorities. Reformed Presbyterians yielded the 
same obedience with other citizens, unless it might be they might refuse to 
pray for the magistrates. In this they weve left to follow their own inclina- 
tions, because government never thought it worth while to insist on their per- 
forming this duty. 

Inthe United States Reformed Presbyterians act much in the same way. 
‘They represent the government as unlawful and the magirtrates as usurpers, 
and yet they yield to them.all the obedience they require. The Rev Dr, 
Wylie of Philadelphia has explained this subject in a sermon. entitled The 
two Sons of Oil. After stating that they cannot incorporate with the nation- 
al society, because they consider it in a state of national rebellion against 
God—that therefore they can neither take the oath of allegiance, nor serve 
as jurors,{nor vote at elections, and yet they may pay taxes for the support of 
the government which they consider immoral. This he says they do, not be- 
cause they are commanded by legitimate authority, but because they are 
compelled by physical force. “This may happen to be the case in those 
things which are not in themselves morally evil; and when commanded to 
do such things under heavy pains, of the two physical evils we may lawfully 
choose the least. Thus I may give away part of my property to save the re- 
inainder, though the man who: demands it-has no otber right than physical 
ferce or @ power of compelling obedience.” (pp. 56,57.) That isto say 
they may pay taxes to support an immoral government, rather than sustain 
any loss by having the taxes collected with expenses, for this is the only incon- 
venience they can be supposed to suffer for declining to pay them. Or in 
pfain terms, it is better to support an immoral government than lose money. 

‘The best apology that the Reformed Presbyterians can offer for their con-~ 
Juct in this.matter, says a judicious: writer, may be expressed in‘ the words of 
the Syrian general to the prophet Elisha,—* When I bow down myself in 
che house of Rimmon, the Lord pardon thy servapt in “utis«tUing.” 2 Kings 
y. 18. 

t S¥¢ filst letter from the Associate Synod, 
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licly receding from the unfounded statements which they had 
made to the prejudice of Seceders. They at first appeared 
to be disposed to do something towards the accomplishment 
of this object, for they said in their first letter—‘* We receive 
with pleasure your disavowal, by the authority of Synod, of 
the six tenets specified in your letter’ —and they promised to 
take prompt measures to make this disavowal known to their 
churches. But in their last letter they again attempted to 
justify and defend the misrepresentations complained of, in- 
stead of confessing and renouncing their injurious treatment 
of their brethren of the Associate church. 

But although the Associate Synod have not hitherto attain- 
ed the full accomplishment of their object, yet they have no 
cause to regret the commencement of this correspondence.— 
They have gained something by it. In the first place it has 
“been made evident that the Reformed Synod are totally una- 
ble to substantiate their charges. They had asserted in their 
Testimony that the Associate church had embodied these six 
tenets in her standards, but when called upon for their proof 
of this, they have been unable to produce any evidence of it 
whatever. They have even fully admitted this, by saying— 
** We do not feel ourselves obliged to be confined to such pub- 
lications as you have designated judicial deeds.” 

In the second place, it has been made manifest that these 
3ix tenets imputed to Seceders by the Reformed Synod, are 
inferences or conclusions of their own, and not principles of 
the Associate church. They had asserted in their Testimony 
that these tenets were principles embodied in the standards 
of the Associate church, now they say they are ‘* conclusions”’ 
of their own which they do not charge Seceders with believ- 
ing. These are most important admissions, and they go far to 
serve the purpose which the Associate Synod had in view in 
commencing this correspondence. It is to be hoped and de- 
sired that the Reformed Synod would further openly and hon- 
ourably express their regret for having represented their own 
‘* conclusions” to be principles of the Associate church. 


—{j>— 

FOR THE RELIGIOUS MONITOR. 

SIGNS OF THE TIMES. 
(Concluded from page 490.) 


J would next solicit the readers attention to the strains. o f 
qanegyric which they pour fourth upon ther own doings and 
” ° 4 ” 
their own people.. ‘‘To the last moment ef time,” says a 
writer, “‘and through every age of eternity, Robert Raike 
will be venerated as the father and founder of Sunday Schools.’”* » 


" * Sunday School Teachet’s Gaide, page 15.- 
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“If we were asked,” says another, “ whose name stood next 
to that of Robert Raike, we would say the person who first 
came forward and voluntarily proffered his exertions, time, and 
talents, to the instruction of the poor and young’”’* Speak- 
ing of the rise of the Bible Society, the same author says,— 
‘¢ A thought came into the mind of the Rev. Joseph Hughes, 
a thought which darted as one of the brightest beams from 
the fountain of light and, life above, and for which millions 
will bless his name through eternity,’+ &c. ‘“ And here it is 
but justice to the Sunday School institution, although by some 
it may be counted a digression, to assert its claims to the high 
honour of giving birth to the most sublime and efficient society 
that was ever formed by man or blessed by God, for promot- 
ing the interests of genuine christianity. Every reader will 
anticipate the name of the British and Foreign Bible Society.” } 

These are some specimens of the style in which societyism 
speaks of itself and its operations. And they are any thing 
but accordant with the retiring modesty and the unfeigned 
humility of Him, who being rich, for our sakes became poor.— 
Stronger language is not used in the sacred oracles, even re» 
specting the incomprehensible ever blessed God-man, than 
this which is said of Robert Raike and Mr. Haghes. ‘ They 
shall fear thee while sun and. moon endure.” “ All nations 
shall call him blessed and blessed’be his glorious name forev- 
er.” Not even the church of the living God, the pillar and 
ground of the truth which infinite wisdom planned in eternity 
and destined to stand through all ages, is admitted’! to be so 
sublime an institution as the British and Foreign Bible Society: 
Such a style is not confined to the description of the origin of 
these ‘sublime institutions,” in which some allowance might 
be made for first.impressions ; it is common, it is to be seen in 
periodicals, anniversary reports, and missionary sermons, ad- 
dresses and speeches, and in every place where the spirit of 
these sublime institutions is the speaker. They claim the 
admiration of the world and the praise of the saints for their 
minutest doings. Ifa young lady gives a few dollars ‘‘ to con- 
stitute her beloved young pastor a member for life” of a mis- 
sionary society, the church and the world must hear of her 
piety and generosity ; and if other young ladies are not inclin- 
ed, or not able to do likewise, their piety and generosity, their 
love to their pastors, and their divine Master’s cause, must 
stand suspected, or be received with abatement. Ifa boy 
attending a Sabbath school lays by his pennies until he is able 
to purchase a Bible with the same, it must be narrated from 





* Sunday School Teacher’s Guide, page 22. 
t Ibid. p. 27, tIbid. p 26. 
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the pulpit on the Lord’s day, as a remarkable instance of pie- 

ty. Ifa scholar makes a donation of one of his Bibles to a 

poor man, even when solicited, it is deemed worthy to be told 

to all the churches.. Widely different is the rule of the infal- 

lible Word. ‘Take heed that ye do not your alms before 

men to be seen of them—when thou deest thine alms do not 

sound a trumpet before thee—let not thy left hand know 

what thy right hand doeth.” Mat. vi 1.3. It may be said that 

the individuals themselves do not so, others do it for them to 

excite emulation. Bat the practice has grown into a steady 

custom, and they who are very desirous of the praise of men 

cannot take a more sure way to obtain it than by placing a 

small donation into the hands of some society treasurer. By 

this means the vain-glorious obtain tle character which be- 

longs not to them. and the humble and‘unassuming, to whom 

it truly belongs, are deprived of it. Angels who are constant- 
ly ministering for the heirs of salvation, and are the authors of 
the greatest achievements of good, entirely conceal their 

names and persons from our knowledge. To the same ac- 
count might be placed the pompous processions of Sabbath: 
schoo's with colours flying on the Lord’s day, and sometimes 

on other days their parading through the streets preceeded by 

a band of music. Sundry doings of this kind may gratify hu- 

man fancy and fan the pride and vanity of the children into 
flame, but they are as remote from the appearance of chris- 
tian humility as the heavens are from the earth. 

{ would lastly solicit the reader to consider maturely how 
they are likely to affect the interests of the churches. Their 
watchword is—do away sectarianism, bigotry and party spirit. 
Since the meeting above mentioned, in A. D. 1785, held on 
putpose ‘‘to combine the patronage and energies of all de- 
nominations of Christians,” this point has been steadily kept 
in view. The instructions of school teachers, the conditions 
under which missionaries are sent forth, the regulations accor- 
ding to which tracts are issued, are all of them calculated to 
have this effect. It is the fundamental principle of Bible So- 
cieties, and the instruction given in Bible class societies also, 
and of the constitution ef Education societies, and of hundreds 
of other benevolent auxiliary societies. 

Sectarianism, according to its present meaning, includes all 
in the creed of a particular church, respecting doctrine, wor- 
ship, and government; that is peculiar to that church. Now 
by the time this much shall be lopped off of each, viz. the Pres- 
byterianism of Presbyterians, the Episcopalianism of Episco- 
palians, the Independency of Independents, and the Calvin- 
ism of the Calvinists, &c. it is impossible that any thing in re- 
vealed religion can remain to be contended for by the differ- 
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ent sectaries. The whole subject so far as it has yet been 
understood by the christian world, is taken up in the peculiar 
views of societies calling themselves christian churches. Ido 
not suppose that many among them entertain the most distant 
idea of doing sectarianism away so entirely as this. But they 
have not yet defined how far they would go, or given any 
pledge, nor 2s t possible for them in consistency with their gen- 
eral principle to do so, or to assure even themselves of bein 
able indeed to stop at any given point when once they have 
fairly launched out upon the general principle. They have 
embarked without helm or compass on a rolling flood which 
is continually increasing its power and velocity as it descends, 
and for ought that appears will sweep away every thing that 
would obstruct its course. 

After all, it is sufficiently absurd for them to propose doing 
away sectarianism while they intend themselves to continue ; 
never was there any thing more truly sectarian inthe world 
than these very societies. ‘They have agreed to break down 
the system of faith and practige into innumerable fragments, 
and each takes that which best suits its fancy under its sole 
and irresponsible management. But does not this avowed pur- 
pose prove the plan formed to accomplish it, to be unscriptural 
and a teacher of rebellion against the Lord? Every church 
and minister of the gospel, yea every professor of Christianity 
is subpoened as a witness by the Lord God of hosts to confess 
the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, and to 
this he will hold them responsible. But this societyism teach. 
es to confess only the essentials, and to be silent on disputed 
points, the very points always on which a witness is required 
tospeak. Christ commands his followers ‘‘ to teach all things 
whatsoever I have commanded you :” but this new authority 
forbids it and says teach only the essentials. 

With good evidence, therefore, we conclude it is a plan 
without warrant from the word of God, and in several of its 
elementary principles opposed to it. It may scourge the 
churches and justly too; but heal their backslidings or revive 
their drooping spirit it never can. It may be, it is, and will be 
overruled by Him who does all things according to the good 
pleasure of his will, for the displey of his mercy and the salva- 
tion of sinners, but’to this, these its real principles, have no con- 
gruity. It diminishes our attachment to the particular truths 
of the gospel, weakens their authority upon our consciences, 
and puts us greatly in conciet with human fancy. It covers 
with its broad shield the dariog innovator, and innovations are 
now made to an ustonishing extent. ‘In the public mind,” 
says a writer, ‘*the idea of innovation, and the idea of im- 
provement, have become almost inseparably associated. The 
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rst tendency of the liberalizing influence of knowledge is to 
produce a distrust of every thing that comes enforced by the 
authority of former times. Neither the religious institutions 
which we admire, nor the doctrines which we receive, can es- 
cape its daring scrutiny. Formerly men have regarded with 
much deference the authority of remarkable and judicious fa- 
thers and learned doctors of the church; and they have relied 
much on the judgment of Synods and assemblies of divines ; 
and they have taken wel digested creeds and Catechisms as 
admirable rules of faith; and on the antiquated phrases of 
theological discussions they have looked with veneration, as 
a Jew would look upon the vessels of the temple, till in their 
memory and their faith they confounded the words of men 
with the words of God. But in our day this innovating spirit 
ts making great advances upon all these curious antiquities.”* 
That in which the-writer seems to exult is the melancholy 
fact. It makes way by its loose and ill defined general prin- 
ciples for the cunning and artful heretic to seduce the church- 
es from tho simplicity that is in Christ, and a species of mild 
and civilized deism may rise up in its rear. Nor are these 
meie logical inferences, and attentive observation will soon 
convince the unbiased that the facts are not few in which they 
are verified. 

Church unious deserve to be noticed as a sign of our times. 
Without naming particular instances it will be sufficient to 
ebserve that there have been a number of them both in Brit- 
ainand America. And besides those which have been con- 
summated there have been others attempted. And an anx- 
ious desire for them has been manifested, where, as yet, no 
attempt has been made. These things are so generally 
known as to supercede the necessity of going into detail. If 
they have been formed without any sacrifice of truth on either 
side, in other words, if the two bodies did previously ‘speak 
the same thing,” or if the one whose attainments were least 
did agree to embrace the greater attainments of the other, 
then-indeed we ought to hail them as indications that the spir- 
it of truth and peace is poured out. But if they are organi- 
cally united while in sentiment and practice divided—if they 
have altered their public standards not by ‘the force of truth, 
but to accommodate them to the prejudice of some against 
the truth—if they have said “ we will not speak on the dispu- 
ted points whether they be truth or not’ —then must we form 
a different estimate of them. And that this is the case is too 
manifest to be denied. Agree to differ, is a favorite maxim 
of these times. Organic union is the idol at whose shrine 


* Christidn Spectator, Noy. 1828, 
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multitudes scruple not to sacrifice all pointed testimony to (he 
present truth. But-some who feel friendly to union might. 
think themselves aggrieved by being classed with this multi- 
tude; to whom it may be sufficient to remark that it is not 
cupposed that all have made the same progress in following 
up the spirit of union to its legitimate consequences. Some 
are far advanced, others are half way, and some are only be- 
ginning, but all are moving toward the same point and have 
commenced on the same general principle, viz. the giving up 
of sometTuine, either in faith or practice. Some, have de- 
nounced all Creeds and Confessions, and all authority of eccle- 
siastical courts. Others, held the different modes of worship 
and forms of church government as matter of indifference and 
would unite all those who are sound in the essentials. Oth- 
ers, who have not advanced quite so far yet, would have all, 
who have the same government and the same views of doc- 
trine in the main, though differing in minor things, to unite. 
But all agree to give up something; and, since those first men 
tioned once stood where these last now are, there is nothing 
‘improbable in supposing that in course of time the last may 
arrive at the point where the first are. 

There is a deception inthis yielding principle which the 
friends of union are not perhaps aware of. A manor achurch 
(it is the same) congratulates himself as being acknowledged 
of the liberal class, on conceding but one thing, while he as- 
sures himself that he will go no farther. His yielding or giv- 
ing up is nominally confined to that one thing, but the spray 
of it, like leaven, soon ferments his whole profession. At 
sight of the enemy his heart now fails of its wonted boldness 
in the defence of truth, and he fights in disguise. If yet his 
conscience will not consent to give over fighting, he tries to 
do the foe as little injury as possible. Ile supposes that he 
lays aside only the asperities of his style, while in fact it is 
the edge of the truth. His spirit of opposition to error and 
innovation insensibly sinks into tameness. He professes to 
be tired of opposition and desires to live in peace; and like 
the monks, who left society that they might give themselves 
to heavenly meditation, he retires to general undisputed 
principles where he professes to gather food for souls in abun- 
dance, and now the mention of controverted subjects gives 
him pain. Now he is all for peace, and thus he is prepared 
to yield any TuINe for the sake of peace, in other words, for 
union, while he thinks himself still standing to the whole of his 
profession. In this manner, or what is similar to it, the spirit 
of giving up is rapidly leavening all the churches and prepar- 
ing them for a general amalgamation, by which every thing 
distinct in faith and practice will be merged in a few ambigu- 
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ous propositions, which may sparkle in the eye like the stars 
at a great distance, but will never affect the conscience or 
warm the heart. 

If the yielding principle is pursued, it will, for the sake of 
unity in name, produce a state of division in racr, beyond de- 
scription. Every man may claim to speak and do that which 
is right in his own eyes, and his claim cannot be refused.— 
One will be for a particular, another for a general atonement. 
One, will insist on particular unconditional election; another, 
will think not best to mention the mysterious subject at all, 
and a third will incline rather to oppose it. To be short, one 
may be strictly Calvinistic ; another may prefer the Arminian 
hypothesis ; a third may be a metaphysical Hopkinsian; and a 
fourth may be somewhat Unitarian, or perhaps Socinian, in bis 
views ; allin the same visible communion ; yet each maintain- 
ing his own views with such apathy and easy play of intellect, 
as hinders him not to give as much outward evidence of cor- 
diality and satisfaction with his opponent as ifthey were ‘‘ per- 
fectly joined together in the same judgment.” And as for 
psalmody or particular modes or forms of worship, it is no 
matter, they may be accounted all alike good. The one may 
be preferred at home, and the other used when abroad with- 
out scruple. Without inveighing against any particular de- 
nomination, we affirm without fear of contradiction, that more 
or less of this good natured diversity will be found to obtain 
in all churches who favour union more than any of the pres- 
ent truths of Christ. It paralyzes the arm of discipline. A 
man of this peaceful union spirit has no heart to administer 
strict discipline. It is too severe for his feelings. The Apos- 
ile enjoined ‘‘ to rebuke them sharply,” and also practised it 
himseif, delivering them over to Satan for the destruction of 
the flesh. But that will not decide the course to be pursued 
now ; he most reason upon it first, the Apostle’s iimes were 
very different from ours. We live in an age of the greatest 
freedom and refinement, and it will not do to offend people— 
it might cause a division in the congregation. It will be 
enough to make an example of some gross offender. We 
must be charitable and forgiving. And so he proceeds to 
dismiss with a word of mild admonition the impenitent offend. 
er who ought to have manifested his sorrow in an unequivo- 
cal manner before all. For the same potent reasons many an 
offence will be suffered to pass without notice at all. 

It brings forth a race of preachers who ‘‘ heal the hurt of 
the daughter of Zion slightly, saying peace! peace! when 
there isno peace,’’—and that say, ‘‘ ye shall not see the sword, 
neither shall ye have famine, but I will give you assured peace 
in this place.” Any thing to gain proselytes and become 
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popular. Ifyou object that there are erroneous men in the 
body, that shall not be a difficulty in your way, you shall hear 
none but the orthodox. If you scruple the psalmody we use, 
you shall have your choice. Only join with us, there is no 
cifferenée. ‘*Thus saith the Lord concerning the prophets 
that make my people err, that bite with their teeth, and cry, 
peace: and he that putteth not into their mouths, they even 
prepare war against him: therefore night shall be unto you, 
that ye shall not have a vision; and it shall be dark unto you, 
that ye shall not divine; andthe sun shall go down over the 
prophets, and the day shall be dark over them. Micah iii. 5. 6. 

When such are the preachers, it will soon be, such are the 
people also. They will love to have itso. Their prejudices 
indulged and respected—their ears tickled by strokes of ora- 
tory—their pride and vanity suflered—their love of conformi- 
ty to the world excused—their omission or careless perform- 
ance of duties overlooked—with all this the carnal heart is 
delighted, and the original depravity encouraged and assisted. 
But the spiritual mind must languish for want of food, the love 
of the truth be ready to perish and the power of religion on 
the heart must become a stranger in the land, and nothing re- 
main save the dead form to blind the conscience and cloak 
the lusts of the heart. 

The necessary consequences of this are fearful beyond ex- 
pression. One is to destroy the influence which the truth is 
calculated to have on the practice, and prevent its sanctifying 
the soul, for which God has appointed no other means. Christ 
prayed that his people might be sanctified through God’s 
truth, from which we infer that there never can be an holy 
feeling in the soul till instrumentally produced by truth com- 
municated to the understanding. But this order is now actu- 
ally reversed by the friends of union, and it is publicly taught 
‘that opinions on moral and religious subjects depend mainly 
on the state of the moral and religious feelings.” Another is 
a temptation to profess the truth insincerely ; or if sincere, to 
render that profession unmeaning and ridiculous by an oppo- 
site practice. It affords all the protection and countenance 
to heresy which it ever desired to have.. It is allowed to go 
in the company of the truth, and to share the honour of all 
that is ascribed to its agency. And never perhaps did such a 
host of deadly errors march unmolested through the churches, 
since the Christian era, as are now making havoc in the here- 
tage of God. 

Upon this plan one can hardly avoid the conclusion that it 
is of no moment what we believe, and from this state of mind 
to downright scepticism, is butastep. And that numbers have 
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taken that step already, is but too apparent. ‘‘ Our age,’ 
says a sound writer, ‘is an age abundant in infidelity, the 
infidelity of our times is not indeed that brazen fronted in- 
fidelity which some thirty years ago, was wont, in every place, 
to volley forth its blasphemies against the heavens ; it is a sl} 
and wary infidelity lurking in secret places, and poisoning, un- 
seen, the fountains of public thought and feeling—which ioves 
to smile obloquy at the old fashioned ideas of providence. 
and faith, and prayer. Itis a kind of infidelity which springs, 
in a measure, from the restlessness of the times—is most ve- 
hemently and eloquently angry against the faults and foibles 
of those men who stand renowned as Christians on ‘he page o! 
history—which delights to make expedidncy and policy the 
rule of conduct,” &c. And he might have added that it is 
only by attending closely to the spirit of their sly sayings tha‘ 
ihe cloven foot appears, for otherwise it is not easy to distin- 
guish them from the mass of professors. So easy are the 
terms of admission that they find but littie dificulty in enter- 
ing intothe church, and so mild and polite are all the touches 
upon the conscience, that they find as little to disturb them 
after they have entered. 

The abettors of this uniting spirit loudly assert that human 
standards only are removed in order to bring back all things 
fo the primitive simplicity of the Bible plan. ©‘ The Bible,” 
say they, “is our standard.” But God himself, in the words 
of the prophet, replies to this arrogant assumption :—“ How 
say ye we are wise and the Lawof the Lord is with us. Lo, 
certainly in vain made he it: the pen of the scribe is in vain. 
‘he wise men are ashamed, they are dismayéd and taken.— 
LLo,-they have resecreD THE worD of the Lord and what 
wisdom is in them!” Jer. viii. 8. 

Let a man go resolved to preach among them all that he 
finds in the Bible their standard, and he will so have to make 
the complaint of the same prophet, (chap. vi. 10,)—* To 
whom shall I speak and give warning that they may hear.— 
Behold their ear is uncircumcised and they cannot hearken 
Behold the word of the Lord is tothem a reproach, they have 
no delight in it.” Under pretence of throwing off allegiance 
to human authority, and adhereing purely to the Buble, its 
doctrines are rejected and its precepts violated with impunity 
But all this is the legitimate offspring of the charzty and the 
soctetyism already described which bears away the applause 
and the popularity of the world ; and in it we may see distinct- 
iv to what issue they will bring the faith and the practice 
of the visible church, if allowed in the all wise providence oi 
(iod, to complete ther revolutionary enterprise. 

Many good men in different churches see this and are just 
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iy alarmed. They are awaking as if out of sleep astonished, 
and are sounding an alarm. And though the day is far spent 
and the night is evidently approaching, yet it is not too late 
“to strengthen the things that remain, and are ready to die.”’ 
And this is what ‘Israel ought to do.” Let none consider 
the exhortation as inapplicable to them. If there be any 
branch of the Reformation church untainted by this union 
leaven, she is a happy society, but [ know not where to find 
her. Confessions and Testimonies will remain as they were 
in better times till the printer alters them, but if any do imag- 
ine that the sentiments and practice of ministers and people 
are remaining all this time the same, they are greatly deceiv- 
ed. Let us look at home. Can it be imagiued that the man 
who knows not a tenet in the creed of his church to be truly 
a scriptural one, could find it difficult to give that tenet up ? 
Surely not. Now to estimate our danger let us inquire how 
very few they are who put themselves to the trouble of thor- 
oughly uD derstanding every thing in that public profession 
which they make before the w orld, and how much fewer still 
they are who are established in the belief of it all as conso- 
nant with the scripture. And until a man be established he 
nay be moved away and built ona false foundation, 

Whoever will look at these things will see that danger is 
not far off. Let a day of trial and temptation be sent us and 
the number determined to stand or fail with the present truth, 
humanly spe aking, would be a very small remnant indeed. 
tlad not the Lord watched over our scripturakprofession more 
than we have done ourselves, where would we have been by 
this time ? 

Committing both it and ourselves to his keeping, let us 
-trenuously endeavour after the three following things in the 
present day, viz. a clear understanding of the w hole profes- 
sion—establishment in it as founded on the word of God, and 
an experience of its power on the heart and life. 


— — a 
FOR THE RELIGIOUS MONITOR. 


PSALMODY. 


Mr. Eprror:—tIn the 3d vol. of the Monitor there are sey- 
eral extracts from Romaine on Psalmody, which it is believed 
were very generally interesting to your readers. So far as 
these extracts proceed they embrace nearly all that the au- 
thor has written on the subject. There are, however, some 
things valuable in the remaining part of the ‘¢ Essay,” and } 
hope the republishing of the following willnot be unseasona- 
ble. The character of the author for judgment and piety, his 
being a clergyman of the church of England and not liable to 
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{hosé suspicions of prejudice which are often entertained 
against those who prefer the inspired Psalms to mutilations, 
imitations, and human compositions ; and above all, the intrin- 
sic good sense of his remarks entitle them to consideration. 

Immediately after the extracts concluded, vol. 3d page 190, 
Rel. Mon., Mr. Romaine proceeds to notice some abuses im 
music, such as a tedious drawling manner, the misapplication 
of tunes, singing a light tune to a mournful prayer, or heavy 
music to a joyful psalm. In the service of God, every thing, 
says he, should be solemn. Our own minds require it, as 
well as his greatness; but especially in praising him we should 
try to shut out whatever would distract us or dishonour him. 
When the heart is affected or desires to be duly affected with 
a sense of the exceeding riches of his mercy in Jesus, the 
psalm and the tune should help to excite and to keep up the 
heavenly flame. Ifthe psalm be proper for this purpose, the 
tune should not defeat it. This was much studied in the 
primitive church. They had great simplicity in psalm sing- 
mg, which we are told was corrupted by the heretics. Com- 
plaint was made particularly against Arius, that he perverted 
singing into an entertainment. He had a taste for music, and 
he composed several light, frothy tunes, by which he sought 
to please trifling people, who with him, neither loved the God, 
nor the praises of the God of Christians. Herein he succeed- 
ed. His music was admired and did a great deal of hurt.— 
Let us take warning from hence. As faras we can, let our 
praises of God be sung with such music as will solemnize our 
hearts, and keep them in tune to make melody unto the 
Lord.” 

Mr. R. then proceeds to speak of the posture most suitable 
for singing. [Fle observes that not the person who pays, but 
he that receives the homage sits. He quotes also several 
passages of scripture to prove that standing is the proper pos- 
ture ‘The reader who wishes to examine them will find 
them in 1 Chron. 11. 28, &c., 2 Chron. v. 12, Ps. 134, Ps. 
135. He urges upon us a suitable frame of soul, to sing as in 
Giod’s presence and to his glory. If we sing with our voices 
io be heard of one another, we must take heed to sing with 
our hearts unto the Lord. Praise your blessed immanuel 
with your warmest gratitude. Give him the best you have. 
He richly deserves it. And remember you thereby pay him 
nothing again ; you only give him his own. Your gratitude 
1s the gift of his grace, and by it you only make acknowledg- 
ment of your vast obligations to him. O beg of him then ta 
enable you to praise him with a growing sense of your debt, 
and of his increasing favours. And may you so praise him as 
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to find fresh reason to continue your praise from day to day 
and forevermore. 

Whoever is in this humble happy frame, will be kept from 
a temptation into which most of our hymn singers have fallen. 
{ have heard several of them, who would by no means be 
thought common rate understandings, object to Sternhold, 
and Hopkins. ‘They wonder I would make use of this ver- 
sion, which they think is poor, flat stuff, the poetry is misera- 
ble, and the language low and base. ‘To which I answer, 
they had a scrupulous regard for the very words of scripture, 
and to these they adhered closely and strictly ; so much as to 
render the versification not equal to Mr. Pope. I grant it is 
not always smooth ; it is only here and there brilliant. But 
what is a thousand times more vatuable, it is generally the 
sentiment of the holy Spirit. That is very rarely lost. And 
this should silence every objection—zt ts the word of God. 
Moreover the version comes nearer to the original than any 
l have ever seen, except the Scotch, of which I have made 
use, when it appeared to me better expressed than the Eng- 
lish. You may find fault with the manner of ekeing out a 
verse for the sake of rhyme, but what of that. Here is every 
thing great, and noble, and divine, although not in Dr. Watts’ 
way or style. It is not like his fine sound and florid verse: 
as good old Mr. Hall used to call it, Watts’ jingle. I do not 
match those psalms with what is now admired in poetry ; al- 
though time was when no less aman than the Rev. IT. Brad- 
bury, in his sober judgment, thought so meanly of Watts’ 
hymns as commonly to term them Watts’ whymns. And in- 
deed compared to the scripture, they are like a little taper to 
the sun: as for his psalms they are so far from the mind of 
the Spirit, that I am sure if David was to read them, he would 
not know any one of them to be his. 

Besides, you are offended at the scripture style, and Dr 
Watt’s must mendit. This is owing to a very false taste. 
For the scripture wants no mending: nay it is always worse 
for mending. It is plainin majesty. God has not written it 
to please the imagination, but to convert the heart, and to 
comfort and to edify the soul; therefore the inspired writers 
have used great plainness of speech. ‘T'hey disclaim all paint- 
ed language and oratorical colouring. One of them speaking 
for the rest says—*‘ We have received not the spirit of the 
world, but the spirit which is of God, that we might know the 
things which are freely given to us of God ; which things also 
we speak not in the words which man’s wisdom teacheth, but 
which the Holy Ghost teacheth.” ‘To his words the under- 
standing should bow, and with reverence receive them, be- 
sause they are his. Curiesity should be dumb, It should 








—_—- 


a eae: tl 


ree 








548 


make no inquiry-—‘' Are they fine words, poetical, drest up 
with flowers and metaphors, brilliant as Cowley, smooth as 
Pope?’ No, they are not ; but they are revealed to make the 
man of God wise unto salvation, and this they do. As such, 
the finest poetry of man is no more to be compared with them 
than man is to be compared with God. His word is the great 
instrument of salvation. It is the ordinance of God for every 
saving purpose. He works in it and by it, and therefore it is 
plain and simple, that the glory may not be given to the means 
themselves, but to his almighty grace, which makes them ef- 
fectual. How unlikely is the word preached so to change a 
sinner’s heart, that he shall be as much a new creature as if a 
devil was made an ange}; and yet this effect is duly produced, 
and by plain preaching too. ‘Thus the most successful preach- 
er that ever was, declares—‘* My speech and my preaching 
was not with enticing words of man’s wisdom, but in demon- 
stration of the spirit and of power; that your faith should not 
stand in the wisdom of man, but inthe power of God.” And 
this power is promised, and ts also experienced to this very 
day in the use of the means of grace. God does give his 
blessing tothem. What more simple than the sacraments ! 
Yet through Christ working mightily in them they do answer 
the end of their institution. What so unlikely as prayer to 
obtain all needful blessings? And yet it is certain matter of 
fact that the effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man avail- 
eth much. So the Psaims, not trimmed up with human em- 
bellishments, but in the simple dress,of scripture, do communi- 
cate holy joy intbe Lord. He blesses the means because 
they are his own means, and when used in faith he never fails 
torender them effectual. Here then let us look, not at fine 
words, but at God’s words. Let us not be offended with its 
simplicity, for it is purposely so. It is written for profit and 
not for amusement. As an instrument, it has not the virtue 
in itself, that the excellency of the power exerted by it may 
be of God. We would have all the glory. Our own joy in 
singing, and our neighbour's edification shall not arise from fine 
poetry, but from his effectual grace. How much is it to be 
wished that this was more regarded in singing psalms. ‘Then 
should we hear no more of this objection; but believers, in 
the use of this, and of all the means of grace, would be seek- 
ing not entertainment, but communion with God, which is our 
highest privilege, and they would be expecting the improve- 
ment of it, which is their highest happiness.” 

In my opinion the above extract goes to the very root of 
the evil. It discovers the true cause of dissatisfaction with 
the inspired Psalms. It is not the remoteness of any version 
trom the original, but it is the accuracy of it which offends 
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The scotch version, which is the most accurate, in the judg- 
ment of the candid Episcopalian, is the most offensive. Next 
in accuracy and next in the suffering of reproach is the ver- 
sion of Sternhold and Hopkins. The version of Tate and 
Brady is much more remote from the original and is much 
more free from offence. Watts has almost nothing of the ori- 
ginal and is still more acceptable. But even Watts has some 
scraps of the scripture, and he is far less used among his ad- 
mirers than compositions altogether human. It is not neces- 
sary to anticipate the future steps of improvement, but if they 
are of the same character with the past, they will not be such 
as will bring the word of God into repute. 

The above extract also shows that Mr. Romaine considers 
it as an undisputed point, that the Psalms, when translated ei- 
their into prose or verse, do not cease to be the very “ word 
of God.” There are none who will pretend that any transla- 
tions are inspired as translations, but no honest critic will af- 
firm that the words of any book rightly translated are not the 
words of the author, but only of the translator. It is not one 
of the prejudices with which we charge the Papists, and 
which some of them indignantly repel, that they uphold one 
version as authentic to the exclusion of all others? There i 
have been many different versions of the Bible in the same n 
language, versions which differed from one another and from + 
the original, yet they have all been owned as the Bible, the . 








Scripture and the Word of God. The Septuagint and Vul- M 
gate are far from being accurate versions, yet who would say is 
that the nations who had these versions had not the word ot 


God among them? Why then must a version of the Psalms 4 
which is in general the most accurate which has ever appear- 

ed in the English language, be spoken of as if it were merely 
the composition of an individual, while the attempted imitation a 
of Dr. Watts is published to the world asa version and an im- } 
provement of the old versions of the Psalms.* I have been at i 
the pains to compare some of the variations between our prose 
and verse translations, and so far as they have been examined 
the verse appears to me the most accurate translation. In 
several instances it varies from the prose that it may keep 





Se Ree POTEET LES OF 





* Is there not something presumtuous in attempting to imitate the word of 
God? Weare forbidden to make the likeness of him, is it not a similar of- 
fence to make the likenessof his word? Did the soldiers say truly, Never 
man spake like this man? Or was that challenge given rashly—Hast thou 
anarm like God’s, or canst thou thunder with a voice like his? Can our arm i 
be measured with the arm of the Almighty, or may our words be compared 
with his? Is it possible that any can think that Dr. Watts really spoke like 
the Almighty, and spoke words more to the purpose, that hath made the 
praise of God more worthy of him and more glorious than God himself had 
made it? Let us beware of exalting any thing of our own above God, 
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more close to the original. The following scale exhibits ali 
the variations of any consequence in the two first Psalms, and 
I think in every instance but one (Ps. ii. 7.) the verse trans- 
lation will either be found nearer to the original, or equally 
accurate. 


. -.,. |Signification of the word 
Prose Translation.\Verse Translation. if the original. 














Ps. i. 1. | Blessed is the man.|That man hath per-\O the blessednesses of the 
fect blessedness.| man, or most blessed is 
the man 
do.| Walketh not. Walketh not astray.| Departs, walks away. 
do.| Seat. Chair. Latin, Cathedra, the chai: 
occupied by one teach- 
ing or presiding. 
4. |Driveth away. Drives to and fro. |Scattereth, disperseth. 
_ G6. 'Perish. Quite overthrown. Destroyed, Jost. 
Ps. ii. 1. |Imagine. Mind. Meditate 
2. |Rulers. Princes. Princes, Counsellors, those 
next the king. 
2. |Take counsel to-|\Combined to plot. ;Consulted together, con 
gether. spired 
5 |Sore displeasure. |Rage. Rage, fury. 
6. Set Anointed. Anointed. 
7. |My son. Mine only son. My son. 
8. |Uttermost parts. |Utmost line. The borders or utmost lines 
of the earth. 











It ‘will be easy to see from the above that the translators of 


the Psalms in metre, had not recourse to the prose, but to 
the original, and that the variations between them and the 
prose are not made for the sake of the verse, but for the sake 
of greater accuracy. However, the question at issue, is not 
about a particular version. When any church will come for- 


ward to say that her members must never sing the version of 


Sternhold and Hopkins, or of Tate and Brady, that their use 
of one particular version is not for the sake of uniformity, but 
a matter of conscience,—when any church or individual will 
maintain that Rous’, as our version is called, and Rous’ only, 
and Rous’ just as it is, must be sung to the end of time,—then 
all argument on this subject may be born down with the cry 
of “ Rous, Rous, nothing but Rous.” Butin the mean time 
it would be as much to the purpose to make all arguments in 
favour of the Bible to be a mere squabble about the writings 
of King James, as to meet every plea for the Psalms as if it 
were merely a defence of the poetry of Rous. It must be 
proved that no version of the Psalms can be made agreeable 
to the original, or that no version of them, however good, 
can be equal to the writings of uninspired men; and that it 
is a divinely instituted ordinance to sing whatever the church 
or any member of it may choose to appoint to be sung, except 
it be some part of the word of God, before the practice of our 
opponents can be demonstrated to be more scriptural than 
ur OWN. 7. = 
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FOR THE RELIGIOUS MONITOR. 
REFLECTIONS ON THE SABBATH. 
** Remember the Sabbath day.”—Exodus, xx. 8. 


From the works of creation and the faculty of reflection be- 
stowed upon us, we may easily discover that there is a God, 
and that he is entitled to our adoration. But how or when he 
is to be worshipped, is to be learned from Revelation alone. 
Whoever acknowledges that complete sovereignty is an at- 
tribute of God, must also admit bis prerogative to dispose of y 
the time of his own creatures, as seems good in his own sight. if 
But in the exercise of this prerogative, God has exhibited 1m | 
the same unbounded wisdom and goodness that pervades all ; 
his works. Inthe same act of beneficence he has consulted 
the necessity of our mortal, and the good of our immortal 
parts. For even our bodies require a respite from that toil 
and sweat of the brow to which they were doomed by our 
first apostacy. And when would our thoughts confine them- 
selves to the contemplation of heavenly objects were they not 
arrested in their wanderings by some special ordinance. God 
in infinite wisdom has instituted ordinances in which he is to 
be honoured, and by which he has been pleased especially to 
avail himself And the appointment of a portion of our time, 
to be directly devoted to his own service, is not the least re- 
markable among the institutions of God. In point of antiqui- 
ty, it has the precedence of all his institutions. For on the 
same day in which God completed the creation of the uni- j 
verse, he instituted the Sabbath. ‘‘ And on the seventh day 
God ended his work which he had made; and he rested on 
the seventh day from all his work which he had made. And it 
God blessed the seveath [or Sabbath] day and sanctified it.’’ | 
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it is distinguished from most other ordinances that have been 
appointed for the benefit of man, by being necessary for him 
in innocency, and adapted to his most perfect state,* as well 
as it is now one of his highest privileges. Before sin had en- 
tered the world, consequently before it could be intimated to 
man, ‘that the seed of the woman should bruise the head of 
the serpent,’ was the Sabbath instituted, and with the change 
of the day of the weck only, this institution has continued, and : 
will continue unchanged, until the last of God’s elect shall en- 
ter that rest, that eternal Sabbath, which remaineth for them. 
Although the particular manner and time of worshipping 
God are matters of Revelation only, undiscoverable by the 
light of nature; yet that man-endued with faculties capable 








* The Sabbath and Marriage are the only remaining institutions which be- 
‘onged to man in his primeval state. 
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of being actually employed in glorifying God, should devote a 
portion of his time exclusively to the service of Him on whose 
munificence he is dependent for all his time, as well as other 
enjoyments, is most reasonable. In the institution of the Sab- 
bath, already noticed, (Gen. ii. 2.) both the proportion of time 
and the particular day which was originally appointed, are fix- 
ed. ‘God blessed the seventh day and sanctified it, because 
that in it he rested from all the work which God had created 
and made.’ For God's own example was a sufficient intima- 
tion of his will; and was, in every respect, equivalent to a 
positive command. Now since it appears that God did not 
Jeave it to man, when he was perfectly innocent and h:3 mind 
unbiassed to evil, to fix on either the time or the proporticn 
of it which should be exclusively devoted to holy uses, much 
less can we suppose that He would do it when man had be- 
come altogether corrupt and his thoughts evil only and that 
continually. ‘The day which God blessed and sanctified as ho- 
ly time, upon his finishing the creation, was called a day of 
rest, or the Sabbath day, trom God’s resting on that day, * af- 
ter having completed all the work which he had created and 
made.’ ‘The original word rendered Sabbath, signifies both 
a day of rest, and the seventh. (In speaking of God’s resting 
on the seventh day, we must beware of ascribing the idea of 
weariness to God, who is a Spirit, infinite in all his perfec- 
tions and attributes, and consequently incapable of weariness. 
His resting was an infinite complacency and delight which he 
took in contemplating his own works, then very good.) And 
because God chose to employ six days in creating the uni- 
verse, the Sabbath fell on the seventh from the beginning— 
the day immediately succeeding that on which man was crea- 
ted. Hence it may be observed that the first complete day 
of man’s existence was a Sabbath—a day to be wholly devot- 
ed to the service and worship of God. And had man main- 
tained that innocency and purity in which he was created, we 
have every reason to believe that the institution of the Sab- 
bath would have been perpetual. And that it would have 
consisted of the same proportion of time that it now does, 
viz. the seventh part. 

But the moral image of God, after which man was created, 
and the knowledge of his will were so far defaced by the fall, 
that it is very probable that in the universal depravity of man- 
ners that ensued, the observation of the Sabbath was ina great 
measure neglected; though the knowledge of it was not alto- 
gether lost. It is supposed, and not without good grounds, 
that it was on the Sabbath day that Cain and Abel offered 
their sacrifice to the Lornv. The original expression in Gen- 
esis iv. 3. translated, ‘In process of time,’ literally signifies 
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‘On or at the end of days.’ And if this latter translation 
were taken, it could refer to no other day with so much pro- 
priety as to the Sabbath, or the end of the week; because the 
week was the only regular period of days that could then be 
known. We have, however, positive evidence that the Sab- 
bath was observed and distinguished from the other days of 
the week, before the promulgation of the moral law from 
Mount Sinai. 

Moses speaks of the Sabbath as a day familiarly known to 
the Hebrews :—‘ To-morrow is the rest of the holy Sabbath 
unto the Lord.’ Ex. xvi. 23. 26. and alsov. And since we 
have no evidence that the institution of the Sabbath was par- 
ticularly appointed to the Israelites, previous to the transac- 
tion at Sinai, we may safely, indeed we must necessarily con 
clude, that the Sabbath which Moses mentions in the passa- 
ges just quoted, is the same which God instituted, while our 
first parents were in Eden ; the knowledge of which never had 
been entirely lost. And of which they had only been remini«- 
ed in the promise of the manna, when they were directed to 
gather a double portion on the sixth day, which must mean 
the sixth day of the week. A sufficient reason why this no 
tice of the Sabbath, in the giving of the manna, (Exodus xvi. ) 
is not to be viewed as the institution of it,is that no reason is 
there assigned for its institution, nor for its name; which is 
uniformly done on the first notice which God has given of any 
of his ordinances. And the name is the same as that men- 
tioned in Genesis ii. 2. where there is a reason assigned for 
the institution and the name together. But at Mount Sinai, 
the ordinance of the Sabbath, with the other statutes of the 
moral law, which had been originally written on man’s heart, 
was engraven with the finger of God on the tables of stone ; 
and with the whole summary of the moral law, it was there 
formally enacted and proclaimed—‘ Remember the Sabbath 
day, to kcép it holy,’ &c. Ex. xx. 8—11. Here is a posi- 
tive statute, declaring the Sabbath to be a divine institution, 
and fixing the proportion of time of which it shall forever con 
sist. ‘Six days shalt thou labor and do all thy work, but the 
seventh is the Sabbath of the Lord thy God.’ It is worthy 
of remark, that we are not enjoined to remember the sev- 
enth day, but the Sabbath day; although the seventh was 
then the Sabbath. 

In imitation of the example set by God, in the work of cre- 
ation, the custom of reckoning time by weeks seems to have 
universally obtained in the first ages; which is also a proof 
that the Sabbath was known, for it was z¢ alone that distin- 
guished the division. Noah seems to have observed it, by 
sending out a dove to see whether the waters of the flood 
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were abated or not: for he still waited seven days between 
the times in which he sent her forth. Laban also observed 
the distinction of weeks in his bargaining with Jacob concern- 
ing his daughters. 

From what has been said, this point may be considered as 
sufficiently established, to wit: That on the seventh or last 
day of the week, reckoning from the commencement of crea- 
tion, the Sabbath was first appointed. And this continued to 
be the Sabbath until it was changed, by divine authority, from 
the seventh to the first day of the week ; which took place at 
the resurrection of Christ. It may here be remarked, that in 
legislation it is an universal rule—That it still requires the 
same authority to repeal or change an ordinance which en- 
acted it. Ifthe seventh or last was by divine authority or- 
dained to be observed as the Sabbath, nothing less than di- 
vine av jority could effect a change: which will be the nex! 
thing to be considered in this essay. 

That that event by which Christ finished the work of our 
redemption, took place on the first day of the week, is evi- 
dent from the most unequivocal scripture testimony. Mark 
xvi. 9. ‘ Now when Jesus was risen early on the first day of 
the week.’ See also, Luke xxiv. 1. and John xxi. 1. It was 
upon the preparation day, that was the day before the pass- 
over, which was on the Sabbath or seventh day of the week, 
that his crucifixion took place. It was on the third day from 
his crucifixion and burial, (for he was buried on the same day 
on which he was crucified,) that he arose. Consequently it 
must be onthe first day of the week. And as God's resting 
on the seventh day, after having completed creation, is giv- 
en as the reason for fixing the Sabbath on that day; so is 
Christ’s completing the work of redemption assigned as the 
reason of the change from the seventh to the first. ‘He that 
hath entered into his rest hath ceased from his labours as 
God did from his.’ Heb. iv. 10. And as redemption is not 
only a greater and more magnificent work than creation itself, 
and abundantly more interesting to fallen man; but as it has 
produced a more glorifying rest to God himself, so it appear- 
ed proper to God that the first day of the week should thence- 
forth be kept as the Sabbath in commemoration of Christ’s 
having completed the work of our redemption on that day.— 
The divine authority for the change, further appears from 
the following considerations, drawn from the examples of 
Christ himself, his apostles, and the practice of the primitive 
Christians. 

From John xx. 1.—‘The first day of the week cometh 
Mary Magdalene, early, while it was yet dark, unto the sep- 








ulchre, and seeth the stone taken away fromthe sepulchre’*— 
it is evident that it was upon the first day of the week that 
Christ arose. And from the 19th verse of the same chapter 
it is evident that he met with his disciples on the evening of 
the same day, ‘being still the first day of the week.’ Again 
from the 26th verse, it appears that he met with them on 
that day, eight days, which would be the first day of the next 
week. 

It appears from the example and practice of the apostles 
and primitive Christians, that the first day of the week was 
honored above any other day for the public exercises of the 
worship of God. Acts xx. 7. ‘ And on the first day of the 
week, when the disciples came together to break bread, Paul 
preached to them.’ It is evident from this, that the first day 
of the week was the usual time on which the disciples met to 
commemorate the death of the Son of God,—one of the most 
solemn acts of religious worship in which they could engage. 
The disciples were not called together on that occasion, but 
they came, (as the expression plainly enough intimates, ) ae- 
cording to their customary practice. Paul appears to have 
detained himself a whole week at Troas, forthe express pur- 
pose of joining with his fellow Christians on that occasion, in 
the celebration of the sacrament of the Lord’s supper, and of 
preaching, and administering on the occasion. For it is said, 
(verse 6th,)—*That he waited seven days at Troas’—he 
must then have passed the seventh day of the week there, 
and had he not considered that the Sabbath of the Lord was 
changed from the seventh to the first day of the week, he 
would have called his brethren together on the seventh, and 
not have waited till the first. And had he not been persuad- 
ed that this day was especially set apart by divine authority, 
for the public worship of God, he need not have detained 
himself so long ; for the desire of participating in the com- 
munion with his brethren appears to have been all that de- 
tained him, for *‘ he was ready to depart on the morrow.’ 


* The original expression in this passage is—Te de mia, Sabbaton—* On 
one of the Sabbaths.’ And in a similar ene, in 1 Corinthians, xvi. 2—Kata 
mian Sabbaton— Regularly upon one of the Sabbaths.’ The force of the 
preposition ‘ kata,’ in this phrase, cannot be accurately given without a peri- 
phrasis; for the signification given to it in this place, see the Port Roya} 
Greek Grammar and Passor de verbo. These passages show that at the 
time of the writing of the Gospel and the Epistles, the first day of the week 
was recognised as the Christian Sabbath, and emphatically distinguished 
from the Jewish or Old Testament dispensation Sabbath. And they also re 
fute an objection which is sometimes raised against acknowledging the first 
day of the week as the Sabbath, alleging that it is never called by this name 
in the New Testament. That the translators of our English have given the 
correct sense of these passages, is so evident, and can be so easily established, 
that I shall not lengthen this note by doing it at present. And see alse the 
original, Matt. xxviii. l—particularly Mark xvi. 9, and Luke xxiv. 1. 
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It further appears to have been the general practice of the 
churches, in the days of the apostles, to meet together on the 
first day of the week for the performance of religious duties, 
irom 1 Cor. xvi. 1, 2. ‘Now concerning the collection for the 
saints, as I have given order to the churches of Galatia, so do 
ye; upon the first day of the week let every one of you lay 
by him in store according as God has prospered him.’ To 
collect money for religious purposes, is a duty binding on 
Christians ; and ifthese collections are expressly commanded 
to be made on the first day of the week, it follows by neces- 
sary consequence, that Christians must meet together on that 
day, were it only for this purpose, when circumstances render 
it necessary that these collections be made. But as this is a 
duty which can conveniently be discharged when assembled 
for the public worship of God, we may not suppose that it 
was made the only purpose for which the saints met on that 
day. Other Sabbath services, connected with the public 
worship of God, were doubtless attended to at the same time. 

The change of the Sabbath from the seventh to the first 
day of the week, seems very plainly to have been foretold by 
the prophets. Particularly by Ezekel, Chap. xlii. 26. 27. 
‘ Seven days shall they purge the altar and purify it ; and they 
shall consecrate themselves. And when these days are ex- 
pired it shall be tothem the eighth day, and so forward, the 
priests shall make you burnt-offerings upon the altar, and your 
peace-oflerings ; and I will accept you, saith the Lord Gop.’ 


_ This whole vision has so evident a reference to New Times, 


that to begin to prove it seems like useless labour. But es. 
pecially from verse 18, the reference to the change which 
should take place, in the whole system of sacrifices, is so evi- 
dent, that the Jewish commentators have acknowledged that 
which is here predicted is not according to the law of Moses. 
And some of them have confessed that a great change in 
the sacrifices was to take place under the reign of the Messi- 
ah. And christian commentators have uniformly understood 
ihe 8th verse, as referring to the change of the Sabbath from 
ihe seventh to the first day ofthe week. Andtheclause, ‘ and 
so forward,’ seems to point out the permanency of the change. 

The following passage in Psalm cxviii. 24—‘ This is the 
day which the Lord hath made, we will rejoice and be glad 
init’—has, by some very judicious men, been understood as 
referring especially to the Christian Sabbath. The twenty- 
fourth verse is expressly applied, by the Holy Spirit, speak- 
ing by the Apostles, (Acts iv. 11, 12,) to the exaltation of 
Christ. And the day on which his- exaltation commenced, 
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was the day of his resurrection ; which, beyond all controver- 
sy, was the first day of the week. 

Another consideration which confirms the same thing, with 
these divine and apostolic examples and practices, which we 
have beén just considering, is, that the first day of the week 
was called the ‘ Lord’s day.’ Rev. i. 1U. ‘I was in the Spir- 
it on the Lord’s day.’ It has already been shown that it was 
on the first day of the week that our Lord arose from the 
dead ; and that on that day he usually met with his disciples, 
between the time of his resurrection and ascension ; and a cir- 
cumstance which shall be presently considered, to wit, the 
outpouring of the Spirit on the day of pentecost—these con- 
siderations, L say, do abundantly show that Christ the Lord 
did sanctify this day for his own service, and honour it above 
any other day. And it would hence very naturally receive 
the title of the * Lord’s day.’ At least it is evident that there 
is some particular day which, in scripture, is called by this 
name; and it is equally evident that no other day can, with 
er qual nantes or indeed with any propriety at all, lay claim 
to the distinctton. The christian Sabbath is called the Lord’s 
day chiefly on two accounts: first, because of its divine insti- 
tution, having the authority of the Lord, Christ himself. And 
secondly, because one end of its institution, or the chief end 
of the change from the seventh to the first day of the week, 
is the commemoration of our Lord’s resurrection. 

‘The divine character of the Sabbath further appears from 
the consideration that on this day it has pleased God ordina- 
rily to visit his people with more special blessings than at oth- 
er times. One of the most remarkable instances of the ex- 
traordinary effusion of the Holy Spirit, recorded in the Bible, 
is that which took place on the day of pentecost. Acts ii. On 
this occasion an assembly of considerably upwards of three 
thousand persons, in an extraordinary manner, received not 
only the power of working miracles, but were replenished 
with all the gifts and graces of the Holy Spirit. So that they 
began to speak with other tongues, or in languages of which 
they had before been entirelyjignorant ; and with clearer views 
and more lively affections than they had ever before attained. 

That the day of Pentecost or fiftieth day, as the original 
word imports, was the Lord’s day, or the first day of the 
week, appears from the following reasoning :—The account 
of the institution of the teast upder the ceremonial dispensa- 
tion, from which that day received its designation, we have 
in Lev. xxiii. 15, 16—* And ye shall count unto you from 
the morrow after the Sabbath from the day that you brought 
the sheaf of the wave-offering, seven Sabbaths shall ye com- 
plete; and on the morrow after the seventh seall ye number 
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uifty days [pentecost.] As seven multiplied by seven makes 
forty-nine, so on the morrow after the seventh Sabbath [Jew- 
ish] would be the first day of the week corresponding to the 
christian Sabbath. And as it was on the day of the prepara- 
tion, that is, the day before the passover, that Christ was cru- 
cified and buried, for he was buried the same day on which 
he was crucified ; and as he rose on the third day after he 
was buried, having lain one whole day in the grave, that day 
on which he arose must necessarily be the first day of the 
week. So it was onthat day seven weeks, or the fifticth 
day from the passover, or preceding the Old Testament Sab- 
bath, that the promise of the Holy Spirit was fulfilled. And 
as this was the day for presenting the offering of the iirst 
truits under the ‘ceremonial dispensation, so it pleased our 
exalted Redeemer, at the same time of this solemnity, to con- 
secrate with the first fruits of the New Testament church, 
his own day, by the most liberal effusion of his Holy Spirit. 
Again, it is onthe Lord’s day that Christ usually communi- 
cates to his people the benefits of redemption, through the 
medium of his appointed ordinances, Since the church, or 
professed believers, was first organized into a distinct and 
separate body, it pleased God to appoint certain external or- 
dinances to be observed by his people, and to make these the 
means by which he communicates the benefits of the cove- 
nant of grace. And as he has set apart a particular time to 
be exclusively devoted to those acts of religious worship 
which he has appointed, so it is on this time that his people 
are particularly warranted to look for his blessing. One end 
of the institution of the Sabbath was to facilitate the inter- 
course between God and men. Not that this was necessary 
on the part of God, for he has never given up his prerogative 
of communicating his grace at any time he sees fit, but it was 
ind is necessary that a set time should be appointed for man, 
‘in Which he would be required to attend exclusively to the 
concerns of bis eternal welfare. And thus it is said, the Sab- 
bath was made for man. It was made for his spiritual and 
eternal benefit. It is not to the carcless and the negligent 
that God has promised his blessings. He says—‘I love them 
that love me, and those that seek me early shall find me.’— 
* Blessed is the man, says wisdom, ‘ that heareth me, watching 
daily at my gates, waiting at the posts of my doors.’ As the 
Sabbath is a divine ordinance, and God is honored in the pro- 
per observation of it, so God will bless those who honour it 
by keeking it holy. To such he says—'‘If thou wilt turn 
away thy foot from the Sabbath, from doing thy pleasure on 
my holy day, and call the Sabbath adelight, the holy of the 
Lorp, honourable; and shalt honour him, not doing thine own 
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ways, nor finding thine own pleasures, nor speaking thine own 
words; then shalt thou delight thyself in the Lord; and I 
will cause thee to ride on the high places of the earth, and 
teed thee with the heritage of Jacob, for the mouth of the 
Lord hath spoken it.’ Isa. lviii. 13, 14. It was onthe Lord’s 
day, the same day on which the change took place from the 
seventh to the first day of the week, that Jesus himself met 
with the two disciples travelling to Emmaus and expounded 
unto them in all the scriptures the things concerning himself; 
and ‘they said one to another, did not our hearts burn within 
us while he talked to us by the way, and while he opened to 
us the scriptures?’ Follow our blessed Redeemer through 
the whole course of his personal ministry upon earth, and al- 
though he went about continually doing good, you will find 
him particularly engaged on that holy day in dispensing to 
mankind the blessings which he came to purchase for them. 
The Sabbath was bis regular time for public teaching. And 
this part of his work he continues to carry on by his servants, 
whom he commissions as public teachers, by his Iloly Spirit. 

During the short time which he spent with his disciples, af- 
ter his resurrection, on this day, we find he regularly met with 
them; commanding his peace to rest upon them, strengthen- 
ing their faith, opening their understandings, and speaking to 
them of the things pertaining to the kingdom of God. And 
to his people he continues this as a day of spiritual rest, a day 
of calm delight to be spent in the contemplation of the bles- 
sings of that rest which they shall enjoy with him in heaven, 
through an endless futurity. 

Since the Sabbath is an institution of such high authority 
and since it unites in its ends the two most important trans- 
actions of the great Jehovah, with which man is concerned, 
it becomes us carefully to inquire how we should spend it.— 
‘The Sabbath itself is an epitome of religion. It was first in- 
stituted by God the Creator, on the seventh day of the week, 
because he completed the stupendous work of creation on 
that day, It was changed from the seventh to the first day 
of the week by God the Redeemer, because on that day he 
completed the still more stupendous work of redemption.— 
And since it unites in its design the commemoration of these 
two events, it becomes us to keep it holy to God, by employ- 
ing it exclusively in his service and worship In contemplat- 
ing the wisdom, power, and goodness of God, exhibited in 
the creation of the universe; his love, mercy and truth, ex- 
hibited in the redemption of sinners; it should call to our 
minds the happy condition in which man was placed by his 
creator, that complacency and delight with which God view- 
ed all his works, and man among the rest, when he pronounc- 
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ed them to be ‘ very good.’ The first day of the week being 
now the Sabbath, should remind us of that which gave rise 
to the change. Our sins that required a Saviour todie. The 
Saviour’s love and mercy in dying for us; but chiefly, though 
he died for our sins, he rose again and now lives for our justi- 
fication, and to make intercession for us, and bestow eternal 
salvation upon us. 

From the jealousy with which God regards all his own in- 
stitutions, we should be warned of the danger of profaning 
his holy day. We should beware of inventing pretexts to 
violate the strictness with which he requires us to observe it. 
For we may rest assured that the Lord will not accept the 
torn, the lame, the sick, as an offering at our hands. We 
must beware of saying in our hearts—* When will the new 
moon be gone, that we may sellcorn? And the Sabbath that 
we may set forth wheat?’ For this the land trembleth. For 
the Lorp hath sworn by the excellency of Jacob, concerning 
such as do so—‘* That he will forget none of their ways.” — 
May we not justly fear that the Lord of the universe will soon 
remember against us, as a nation, our profanation of his holy 
Sabbath? ‘ Verily there is a God that judgeth in the earth,’ 
and who holds in his hands all the means of national chastise- 
ment. ‘The experience of now near six thousand years de- 
monstrates the truth that God will visit national sins with na- 
tional judgments. As a nation we have suffered ourselves to 
be deeply involved inthe sin of Sabbath breaking. The Jews, 
inthe days of Nehemiah, are charged with bringing more 
wrath upon [srael, in profaning the Sabbath, by the illegal 
practice of individuals. As individuals, the sin of Sabbath 
breaking is not only extensively chargeable on the citizens of 
our nation, but the open and public profanation of the Sabbath 
1s authorised and required by the highest authorities of the 
nation. If we regard either the law of God, or our civil priv- 
ileges, we have just reason to deprecate the consequences to 
which this general and national profanation of the Sabbath 
must lead, and that speedily. Reader, if you and I would not 
make ourselves partakers in the sins of other men, let us arise 
in our place and station, and making use of all the means in 
our power, to arrest the progress of this sin, call upon our God 
to avert his judgments, that we perish not. JPM. 


a 
MAGAZINE OF THE REFORMED DUTCH CHURCH. 


We regret to learn from the last number of this valuable work, that it is to 
»e Ciscontinued, and a weekly newspaper substituted in itsstead. It was 
,imost the last remaining work in the United States, that even kept up the 
semblance of attachment to the principles ofthe Reformation. Itis impossi 
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le to look abroad upon the religious communities of the present day, without 
the most painful emotions, and without well founded fears that the day o! 
evil to the church is yet approaching ; and that the dark reign of infidelity 
is destined to blast this fair and happy land. In proportion as the church has 
surrendered a scriptural faith, infidelity, open, undisguised infidelity has in- 
creased. And the present political aspect of affairs indicates that infidelity 
means not only to give laws to the country, but even to take the consciences 
of Christians into its keeping, and mete out to them the rule of their duty.— 
Therefore it is mournful to behold the bulwarks of Christianity falling one af- 
ter another before the enemy, and none found to lift a warning voice, and 
“ show unto Israel his transgressions,and unto Judah his sins.” The chris- 
tian parent has cause to shudder from a contemplation of the future prospects 
and condition of his offspring ; for even now the enemy has entered the citadel, 
and is making havoc of the carved work of the sanctuary. And how awful 
must be the judgments of the most High upon a natien so highly favoured with 
the means of grace, and so jgreatly distinguished for its abuse ani rejection 
of those means! 

Is it not, therefore, to be regretted, that even the Reformed Dutch church, 
once so highly distinguished for her soundness in the faith, can no longer sus- 
tain a work even moderately orthodox, but must banish it for the light and tri- 
fling and often uuscriptural nonsense that composes the contents of the innu- 
merable weekly sheets which inundate the country under the specious name of 
religious newspapers? It is admitted that there is more or less that is good in 
these weekly papers, but the evil far outweighs the good, in its general effects ; 
so much so that they have been the instrumental cause of producing more infi- 
delity than an equal number of evangelical preachers can possibly eradicate 
ina century. Wespeak now of the probable operation of cause and effect. 
We know, indeed,that God is “free to work without,above, or against means,” 
but in his ordinary providence he makes use ofthem. Therejore the unscrip- 
tural means now in operation cannot fail, unless by the special interference 
of Providence, to overwhelm the church in still deeper apostacy. 

In the former part of our present volume, some things were noticed in rela- 
tion to the Dutch church, which it was thought indicated a disposition to shake 
offa detestable neutrality in the Lord’s cause, and return to the ancient land- 
marks of her standards, while fears were expressed that energy was wanting. 
Such still appears to be the case; though the discontinuance of her Magazine, 
and the well known fact that that work has been looked upon with an evil 
eye by some of her ministers, taken in connection with her human Psalmody 
and her free communion, leave but little room to hope for much. 

The editor says he retires without regret; and gives his readers the follow- 
ing parting effusion : 


EVENING. 


Dear is the shadowy close of day to me ; 
The hour of silence, and the hour of rest, 
Which brings the weary where they sigh io be, 
And sends the turtle to her downy rest ; 
Gives the fair infant to its mother’s breast, 
Lures home the wanderer (if a home be knows.) 
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Shuts up the busy hours, and o’er the west 
A fading robe of dying glory throws, 
Signal for toil to cease, and yield to soft repose. 


But dearer far a Christian’s trembling eye 

Deems of his sojourn here, the latter hours ; 
When Faith’s refulgence falling from the sky, 
Her golden radience o’er his sunset showers. 
What though the passing cloud a moment lowers, 
Sweet is the thougit of ceaseless rest in heaven, 

That fairer land, than even Eden’s bowers, 
Where sin is sown not, and whence woe is driven, 
And of all sorrows past, forgetfulness is given. 


” ‘We subjoin the follewing on the subject of teaching in Sabbath Schools 
which, while it tends to illustrate the nature and tendency of these institu- 
tions, shows that the Dutch church has come only Aal/-iay out of the “ Socte- 
tyism” of the day : 


“* Mr. Editor ;—I am a Presbyterian of the old School, and 
a warm admirer of the catechisms of our Church, so justly 
praised in the report of the Committee of the Sabbath School 
of the R. D. C. and published in the last number of your Mag- 
azine. Permit me, however, to say, that while I was pleased 
with some things in that Report, I was greatly grieved at oth- 
ers. The writer not content with censuring the different sys- 
tems of questions on the Bible, impugns the motives of those, 
by whom they were prepared; or at least, uses language in- 
dictative of a disposition to call their motives into question. 
{ allude more particularly to the following passage. ‘‘ Your 
Committee are of the opinion, that all the Bibie questions set 
forth in modern days, have the direct and natural tendency, 
falthough they may not have been formed for the express pur- 
pose, ) to conceal and keep out of sight. the fundamental truths 
of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.” The insinuation, 
that all the modern questions on the Bible, may have been, 
or probably were formed for the express purpose of conceal- 
ing the more important doctrins of the Gospel, is, I am per- 
suaded, unjust, ungenerous, and uncalled for; and would nev- 
er have been made, had the writer cf the Report been per- 
sonally acquainted with some of the authors of these ques- 
tions. But the assertion with respect to the tendancy of * all 
the Bible questions set forth in modern days” is, in my view, 
as unfounded as is the insinuation with respect to the metives 
of those who framed them. What are the subjects of these 
questions? Are they not, at least, in one or two of the mod- 
ern systems of questions, the parables and doctrines of our 
blessed Lord? Are the questions, then, so framed as to keep 
out of sight the fundamental truths, which he taught ; or did 
our Lord himself not teach the fundamental truths of his re- 
ligion? The writer of the Report, I know, will not affirm the 
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latter, and candor, I think, will not permit him, upon a careful 
perusal of the questions, to persevere in maintaning the 
former. 

In these remarks, I have had a more particular reference to 
the Union Bible Questions, published by the A. S. S. Union, 
consured so severely inthe Report. That these questions 
inight be improved, or occasionally clothed in more suitable 
language, I have little or no doubt; that some of them may 
be unnecessary is quit probable; and that a few may even be 
founded upon wrong interpretations of certain passages of 
Scripture, I will not undertake todeny. Still, I think it can 
with truth be maintained, that they contain no false doctrine, 
and that upon the whole, they are well adapted to the impart- 
ing of sacred religious instructionto the youthful mind. And 
if so, is the work to be condemned for not being absolutely 
perfect ? 

In the Report, some of the questions are characterized as 
trifling. And the following are given in the confirmation of 
the remark. Which way does the wind blow? What sort o 
animals are sheep ? What sort are serpents? doves ? wolves? 
A friend, who has carefully examined the questions, denies 
that the first is to be found inthe book. And in regard to the 
others, | must say, that, if inthe Scriptures, our Savior is 


compared to a sheep, which, before her shearers is dumb; if 


our Lord directed his disciples to be wise as serpents, and 
harmless as doves; if he compared false teachers to wolves ; 


the writer of the Report has been unhappy in his selection of 


examples, to prove that some of the questions are trifling, — 
‘so trifling, as to excite a smile.” If it be a fact, as stated in 
the report, that in order to show, that it is not lawful to strike 
any one, reference is made to 1. Timothy v. 22, could not 
the writer have readily accounted for the error, by attributing 
it to the inadvertence of the author, instead of imputing it to 
his ignorance or stupidity ? 

I have extended my remarks on this subject farther than I 
intended, and I will conclude them, with observing, that ] 
cordially approve of the object of the Sabbath School of the 
Reformed Church, and of the motives of its patrons; and 
that Iam free to avow, that if we must give up our cate- 
chisms, or our modern questions on the Bible, I should without 
hesitation abandon the latter. The catechisms ought not to 
be neglected in our Sabbath Schools. Ontuopox. 

Princeton, Feb. 26, 1830. 

* .* We have cheerfully made room for the above from our 
friend, because we are willing to admit both sides to a hearing 
before our readers.—We must remind him, however, that he 
is wrong when he charges the Committee of the Dutch Union, 
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with impeaching the motives of the author of these Union 
Questions. So far from it, they have, in the very quotation 
above given by ‘Orthodox,’ in the most careful manner, de- 
clared that they do not make any such insinuation. We thus 
dispose of the first charge. A | 

With respect to the allegation made, (not by ‘ Orthodox’) 
that the question touching the ludicrous perversion of 1 Tim. 
v. 22. isa fabrication; and that it is not found in any of the 
Union Question Books, I beg leave to refer to vol. ii. p. 94. 
of Select Scrip. Less. 4th. Edit. Phila. A. S. S. Union, of 
1828. Inthe Report it was evidently quoted from memory. 
[t stands thus in the Quest. Book. ‘ What disposition must 
he’ (the servant in the parable) ‘have had to have laid hands 
on him’ (his fellow servant,) ‘and taken him by the throat.’ © 
‘What rule did he break?’ This is answered by quoting 1 
Tim. v. 22. which runs thus,—‘ Lay hands suddenly on no 
man.’ And here I remind ‘ Orthodox’ that no one of us, (un- 
less it be himself,) has ascribed this to ‘ignorance or stupidi- 
ty.’ Inreference to the question, ‘ where does the wind blow, 
[ refer ‘ Ortbhodox’s’ friend to the question on John iii. 8. He 
will there have occular evidence whether he has carefully ex- 
amined the book. As for the other question, ‘ what is a dove, 
a wolf, &c. &c. the committee have, in the most explicit 
words, declared in their Report, that these may be good 
enough in their place, they are trivial compared to the ques- 
tions in their Question Books, such as, Who is the Redeemer 
of God's elect? Whatis faith? What is prayer? &c. &c. 

But, [beg ‘ Orthodox’ to remember that we lay no great 
stress on this part of the subject of debate. We shall admit, 
for an instant, that all the Union Questions and Judson’s too, 
are quite unexceptionable: we shall admit even that they are 
‘perfect.’ This does not touch the main point. The gist of 
the question mooted, is not here. were the questions prepar- 
ed by even Paul himself,—it is the answers to the questions 
which do the good, or the mischief, this is the gist of the mat- 
ter in debate. Now with whom are the answers intrusted * 
To whom do cbristian parents, and elders, and the church, on 
your plan, intrust the answers to be given? Not with those 
worthy and pious ministers who have prepared the questions. 
Do you not know that on your plan, you intrust the answers 
to young, unlearned, and’ inexperienced persons, who are not 
even, many of them, members of the church, vor even Chris- 
tians’? Were the answers prepared by our pious divines, I 
should not care who composed the questions,—no, though it 
were Arminius, or even Priestly—or even the personage him- 
self who quoted texts against our Lord, at his temptation.— 
The answers will always keep the questions right. But, sure 
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tam, the best questions under the heavens would not bring 
right answers from errorists, or unlettered and unskilful per- 
sons, who~are willing to admit themselves to be novices in 
God's holy Book. 

If *‘ Orthodox’ has been much in Sabbath Schools, he must 
have seen the illustration of this in a painful enough manner. 
1 shall mention a case or two which occurred not a thousand 
miles from N. York. The question was asked—* What is it 
for a sinner to be made righteous?’ Now, no man can find 
fault with this question. But what was the answer? ‘It is to 
be, and to do, what is right in Gid’s sight.’ Now ‘ Ortho- 

ox’ will admit that the sinner cannot be righteous in God’s 
sight without our Redeemer’s perfect and imputed righteous- 
ness. And any thing which keeps this even out of view, is 
dangerous. ‘The above answer would suit the Arminian, and 
Unitarian, or even the Deistic School. Again—the following 
question was put to a Sabbath scholar, out of the book—‘ Has 
repentance any part in our acceptance in justification before 
<iod?’? Here again, we say the question is good. But what 
was the answer? The teacher had on his paper the following, 
as the answer— Yes, through the blood of Christ.’ My friend 
‘ Orthodox’ will admit this to be the very essence of Arminian- 
ism Forthe sinner’s repentance is thus made partly to be 
the ground of our personal acceptance in justification; and 
30 is mixed up with our Lord’s righteousness ; as if that alone 
were not al! sufficient, and the on/y exclusive ground of a sin- 
ner’s justification. Repentance is the fruit and evidence of 
faith in a justified person—not any part of a sinner’s personal 
acceptance. I[t isthus that every Sabbath day, by the very 
best questions in the world, dangerous and even fatal errors 
may, and really are taught throughout our Sabbath Schools, 
on the present system, which the Dutch Union opposes. 
Whatever, therefore, may be said or written, then, on this 
subject, in future, we beg leave to keep our friends, and our 
enemies too, (if we have any) simply to this as the point. As 
we attack the answers, morethan we do the questions,—we 
yield this up to you. Prove that none but just, and safe, and 
vure doctrines will be taught in the answers, and we yield up 
this point also. But youcannot give us a guarantee here—as 
long as the answers are in the hands of persons not fit to be 
spiritual teachers. We can, and do, give you the best guar- 
antee for our answers. We point you to the Catechisms of 
the churches. And these together with the committing of 
select passages from the Bible, contain as much as the Sab- 
bath scholars can find time to learn while under our care. Ip 
fine, how is it that grave and venerable men, lovers of the 
(ruth, as well as ourselves, are so full of wrath against us, fheir 
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brethren, when we are simply liftiag up a solemn warning to 
show the evils, and the deluge of errors coming in upon us, 
az a flood, by this unhappy mode of conducting Sabbath 
Schools? Itis the Divine Master’s cause we feel for—not 
our own. And we’ pray them to consider it. To mim we 
make our solemn appeal; to nim we humbly commit the 
cause. When fatal errors, alas! shall have depraved the 
young and rising generation; and when, alas! the pure doc- 
trinces of the Reformation, handed down in the Dutch charch, 
from ancient times, shall have yielded to the dangerous 
anomalies of innovators, and when those who, with good in- 
tentions, it may be, stand up for these novel plans of religious 
instruction, shall be pushed unfeelingly from their places, and 
from their offices in the church, by errorists—it will be, at 
least, mournfully remembered by them, and by us, or our 
children, that a solemn and warning voice was once lifted up 
by their brethren and fathers in the midst of them. ‘They 
besought them, but alas! they would not hearthem. They 
entreated them, but they would not listen. And yet the pu- 
rity of Christ’s doctrine, and the well being of his church, are 
concerned in it. The Great Day will declare which was the 
right, and which was the wrong side of the question. To the 
King of Zion we commit it. 


—<=>——- 
INFIDELITY. 


The ancient pagans worshipped gods of deified heroes, oi 
whom it has been well remarked, that they were the terror 
and scourge of the earth while living, and the disturbers of 
the peace of heaven whendead. However, there were some 
redeeming qualities about them. But the Moloch of infideli- 
ty, as exhibited in the following description, presents nothing 
but a picture of unalloyed depravity, filthy, disgusting and 
brutish. And yet such is the man whose birth-day modern 
infidels celebrate—whose praise they sing—whose name they 
toast—and whose actions thousands of them so closely imt- 
tate, that . 


*°Tis hard to say, 
Which are move bruitish or their god or they.” 


THE IDOL OF INFIDELITY. 


The following extracts will give our readers an idea of the 
object, in the shape of a man, whose birth-day has recently 
been celebrated in Albany by the ‘‘ Advocates of liberal prin- 
ciples,” and the “ enemies of Priestcraft.” 

“Mrs. Dean,” says Mr. Cheetham, ‘with whom I have 
conversed, tells me that he was daily drunk at their house ; 
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and that in his few sober moments he was always quarreling 
with her, and disturbing the peacc of the family. She repre- 
sents him as deliberately and disgustingly filthy.* It is not 
surprising, therefore, that she importuned her husband to 
turn him out of the house; but owing to Mr. Dean’s prede- 
liction for his political writings, her importunities were, for 
several weeks, unavailing. Constant domestic disquiet very 
naturally ensued, which was increased by Paine’s peevishness 
and violence. One day he ran after Miss Dean, a girl of fif- 
teen, with a chaise whip in his hand, to whip her, and would 
have done so but for the interposition of her mother. The 
enraged Mrs. Dean, to use her own language, ‘ flew at him. 
Paine retreated up stairs into his private room, and was swift- 
ly pursued by his antagonist. The little drunken old man 
owed his safety to the bolts of his door. In the fall of the 
year, Mrs. Dean prevailed on her husband to keep him in the 
house no longer.” p 57 

Ile went to live on his farm. 

‘Being now alone, except in the company of the Bonne- 
villes, of whom he took but little notice, he engaged an old 
black woman, of the name of Betty, to do his house-work.— 
Betty lived with him but three weeks. She seems to have 
been as intemperate as himself.. Like her master she was 
every day intoxicated. Paine would accuse her of stealing 
his New England rum, and Betty would retort by calling him 
an old drunkard. Often, Mrs. Dean informed me, would they 
both lie prostrate on the same floor, dead drunk. sprawling 
and swearing and threatening to fight,’ but incapable of ap- 
proaching each other to combat. Nothing but mability pre- 
vented a battle.” p. 58. 

We think that Paine and his house-keeper, as here repre- 
sented. ought to have been placed on canvass, as an appro- 
priate decoration of the room, in which his birth-day was cel- 
ebrated. 


~- Be 
COMING OUT. 


‘‘“The Nashville Banner of the 26th ult. contains 2 notice 
to the citizens of Nashville, to meet at the Court-House on 
the Ist inst. to adopt measures to effect the speedy extermi- 
nation of PRESBYTERIANISM from that Commonwealth! !" 
Alas! poor Presbyterians! What will our iberal friends have 
to expend their kind feelings upon after she is exterminated. 
We wonder if that meeting will not be opened with prayer by 





*“ Mr. Cheetham states, that all the particulars related to him by Mrs 
Dean, have been corroborated by the testimony of her husband, whom he 
epresents as a sensible man, and a justice of the peace for the county.” 
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some clergymen, like some of the anti-Sabbath meetings in 
our land. When Presbyterianism and the Sabbath shall be 
put down, we suppose a jubilee to licentiousness will be pro- 
claimed, and the * goddess of reason once more installed.’ 
These gentlemen, however, should reflect ‘that like causes 
produce like effects.’’ The little hour of infidel triumph in 
#rance crimsoned her skies, with the glare of the conflagra- 
tion, and her land with the blood of millions of her sons, and 
whitened every plain in Europe with the bones of her best 
and bravest citizens.—Cincinnati Journal. 


- <= 
SANDWICH ISLANDS. 


A letter to one of the editors of this paper, dated Oahu, Oct. 27, 1829, has 
ust been received and contains an interesting account of a work of grace at 
iXailua, on the island of Hawaii. We make the following extracts : 

* Oct. 27, received joyful intelligence from Kailua—a note by the hands 
of Gov. Adams, from Mr. and Mrs. Thurston, our dear associates, stating 
that there is a new impulse to religieus feelings of late; yes, ** Hawaii is 
stretching forth her hands unto God.” Mr. T. states, that he is obliged t 
lay aside his translations, and give his time wholly to preaching and instruct- 
ing serious inquirers. He also remarked that last Sabbath our church, whic: 
‘ontains 6000 people, was full to overflowing, with the company of Hooikai- 
ka,* including those who belong to our Friday meeting at this place, and at 
Kaawaloa. The two chiefs, Naihe and Gov. Adams, addressed them; anc 
the governor says there were crowds of natives stationed without the doors 
and windows, listening with all attention tohear the word. Mr. T. also 
adds, that the holy Spirit is evidently with us. Many are under deep con- 
viction of mind, and some are rejoicing in the hope of salvatien through the 
Lord Jesus. The language of the natives is, “* Tell us the word of God—in- 
struct us how we may obtain the salvation of Jesus Christ.” They say they 
have heard the word from the lips of their teachers, but never profited by it. 
Now they feel disposed to regard it as the Jast injunction of our dying Lord. 
© it would soften the hardest heart, to see the deep feeling that is manifested 
upon the subject of religion. Goy. Adams, we trust has taken a decided 
stand on the Lord’s side: he came forward last Sabbath, with 16 others, at 
Kailua, and received baptism, and was adimitted into the church. I gave wu 
little statement in a letter to a friend, of his advice to the people, when he 
was about to leave Kailua for a season, to attend a meeting of the chiefs. | 
presume it will be gratifying to you to hear what it was, as you are acquaint- 
ed withhim. Th’. was the purport or bis charge to the people. He says, 
vend your Bible and see what that tells you. Ifit tells you to get drunk, 
and lie, and steal, and commit adultery, thenaoso. Butif not, be carefu 
how you conduct yourselves.”"—V. Y. Obs. 


REMOVAL OF THE INDIANS.—The Cherokee Phenix of the 31st March, 
comments with marked severity on the Report of the Committee on Indian 
Affairs in the House of Representatives. The editor refers to those parts o1 
the report which represent that the Indians of ‘‘ pure blood” have not been 
benefitted by the new system of government, (Republican,) that those of 
** mixed blood” control the government, and receive the ** annuities,” that 
nineteen-twentieths of the people have become a *‘ naked, miserable, and de- 
gcaded race,”—that the glowing pictures of their advancement in civilization 
given by the missionaries may be true with refereice to a very small part only 
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* Persons ayxious on account of their souls. 
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i the nation——that the chiefs have sent emissaries among the Creeks, and 
acquired a manifest influence in their councils, &c.&c. The editor says, ‘ '* 
would be wnpossible for the committee or any other set of men to prove the 
harges they have made against the Cherokee chiefs, because whatis not 
truth can never be proved.” : 

The statements of the committee on the abovenamed subjects are directly 
opposed to those we have seen from the missionaries and others, residing 
among the Cherokees, and we cannot resist the conviction that the commit- 
tee may have suffered themselves to be imposed upon by men whose interests 
prompt them to give an unlair view of the subject. 

There seems to be a settled determination to effect the removal of the In- 
lians, and because they are unwilling to exchange the home of their fathers 
or a country, which, notwithstanding the glowing pictures that have been 
civen of it, Maj. Long, the authorised agent of government, terms “ the 
American desert,” —* uninhabitable,” &c., and which the Cherokees know 
to be, in some respects, deficient in wood and water, two important articles ;— 
they must be forced to go; not with the point of the bavonet to be sure, but 
by bringing them under the laws of the states—and which laws are so fram- 
ed asreally to oppress the Indians subject to them. To prepare the people 
if the United States to look with composure upon such injustice, the present 
ituation of the Indians is represented as so miserable, that a removal on any 
terms would be an act of humanity. 

The Senate of the United States have decided by a vote of 27 affirmative, 
21 negative, that the Indians mus/ remove. 

Since writing the above we have seen a statement which says the Choctaws, 

uwilling to live under the laws of mississippi, have finally agreed to aban 
on their homes and remove westward. 


Montreat, (L. C.) April 14. 

We have been favored with the perusal of a letter from Dr. Brown, form- 
ily of this city, dated Fort Williams, (Calcutta) Dec. 3, 1829. 

‘he following is an extract: 

** Every friend of humanity, and every lover of the British name, will re- 
aice to learn that the herrid custom of widows burning themselves with the 
odies of their deceased husbands, is henceforth to be put a ston to, an order 
of counsel having been issued for the abolition of suttees. This single act 
will immortalize Leid Bentick’s administration in India. No opposition is 
expected among the natives, as the better informed among them have long 
been prepared for such a change, and besides, it has been found that no such 
ustom is enjoined by their religious writings. 


BRITISH INDIA.—The following passage from the London Missionary Reg- 
ster, is much in accordance with the views we have long entertained in re 
gard to the progress of Cliristian truth inthe East. Knowledge must be the 
forerunner. And its power to regenerate that debased region of the earth, 
and to open wide and effectually the doors for the final entrance and triumph 
of Christianity, we consider as certain as the continuance of time. We val- 
1e the testimony the more, as it comes from the Serampore missionaries them- 
selves. 

““ A season of knowledge seems evidently dawning on British India, if not 
on the whole of Eastern Asia. The various means of knowledge given by 
Providence to Bengal within the last twenty-five years are extending them- 
selves to different parts of Hindoostan. ‘The natives have begun to read, to 
a degree never before known in India since it became a nation; this natural- 
ly leac.s them to compare their own system of religion and morals with that 

ontained in the Sacred Scriptures, and the superior excellence of the latter 
is confessed by many who have not the fortitude openly to renounce caste 
ami embrace Christianity. Still, these discourse with their neighbours on 
the subject, without concealing at all times their dislike of their own system, 
and their admiration of that revealed in the sacred Scriptures. This creates 
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in others a desire to peruse the sacred volume for themselves. The progress 
of a spirit of this nature is almost as certain as the progress of the morning 
light after the day has begun to dawn; and it is not, perhaps, too much to 
say, that it will gradually spread not only throughout Hindoostan, but in due 
time find its way into those countries around it, which so many ages agu 
drank of the streams of delusion and death, that, originating in the books held 
sacred by the Hindoos, have now overspread the whole of Eastern Asia.” 


CATHOLICS OF SILESIA.—A late number ofthe Nuremburgh Courier has 
the following paragraph. 

* We are assured that several Catholic priests in Silesia, have, after taking 
the advice of the most enlightened of their parishioners, come to the resolution 
of entering into the bonds of marriage, and have formally declared to their 
superiors their resolution to embrace the Protestant faith, with their respec- 
tive congregations, in case the heads of their communion should oppose their 
design.” 

ARMY CHAPLAIN.—The officers of the U. S. Army stationed at Old Point 
Comfort, Va. have petitioned for the appointment of a Chaplain for that sta 
tion. This is said to be the first effort of the kind, since the war. 


STRSCCLE FOR PRE-EMINENCE.—The Methodist Advocate says, it is an 
undoubted fact, that it was owing to the labours of Wesley, and the rise of 
Methodism, that the present general attention to religion, revivals, missionary 
and other benevolent institutions, had their origin. The editor of the Colum- 
bian Star, a Baptist paper, says, with equal confidence, that all these things 
took their rise from the Baptists. And both seem to refer to the peculiar views 
of their sect, as the undoubted cause why God hes conferred on their denomi- 
nations the peculiar honour of waking upthe christian worla. Qne speaks 
of that “‘ Baptismal emersion over which the Holy Trinity presided ;” anc 
the other of the Book of Discipline, and the precious doctrines which Wesley 
advocated, as, being peculiarly adapted to produce these glorious results. For 
our orn part we must say, such boasting looks a little worse than what the 
apostie calls * foolishness.” —Cineinnatt Journal. 

We can inform the editor of the Journal that there is much foundation fox 
tine above boast, and so far as we are concerned, the Methodists and Baptists 
are entirely welcome to all the honour of originating the existing hotch poteh 
state of religious sentiments and practices.—Ep. Mon. 

To vaTRons.—In concluding the sixth volume of the Religious Monitor, 
our acknowledgments are due to the many friends who have given us thei: 
sountenance and support. Should this support be continued, (and for th 
sake of the cause which is endeavoured to be advanced by the Monitor, we 
We hope 
to commence the seventh volume in a style of mechanical execution, altogeth- 
er superior to any volume that has yet been published. Of the importance ot 
giving the Monitor an efficient support, our readers can judge for themselves. 
{t is doubtless as much needed now as ever it has been, and we have reason to 


doubt not but that it will be,) we shall go on with renewed vigour. 


be thankful that our efforts to sustain a reformation cause have been attend- 
‘d with so much success, notwithstanding all the evils that afflict the church 
within and without, and notwithstanding all the error, and infidelity, and de- 
fection of the times. Itis consoling, and invigorating to faith, to contemplate 
the faithfulness of God to his church, in strengthening the few to maintain their 
integrity. He has ever had, and ever will have a remnant to serve him in the 
diarkest times. Let us then hold fast the PRESENT TRUTH, and leave the is-~ 


sue to Him that “ rules in the armies of heaven and among the inhabitants of 
earth.” 
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-AUTUMN, 


BY WM. HOWITT. 
The fading of the Woods. 
iSplendour is on the bough! 
The withering leaves fall fast ; 
Yet wilder beauty crowns the forest now, 
han through the summer past. 


A more resplendent blaze, 
Of rich and radiant hues, 
Gleams through the autumn haze, 
lhan ’mid the summer dews. 


So is it nature loves 
In all her power to part; 

So with her passing splendour moves 
The severing human heart. 


Calmly through pleasant years 

| We love some kindred mind ; 

[But ’tis only through our parting tears 
Its full delights we find. 


Then, how in form and face, 

| In every act and tone, 

Beam forth the tenderness and grace 
That melt us, and are flown! 


THE TWO MAIDENS. 


One came with light and laughing air 
And cheeks like opening b'@ssom ; 

Bright gems were twined amid her hair, 
And glittering on her bosom ; 

Aud pearls and costly bracelets deck 

Her round white arnis and lovely neck ; 
Like summer sky with stars bedight, 
The jewelled robe around ber; 

And dazzling as the:mova-tide light, 
The radiant zone that bound her; 

And pride and joy were in her eye, 

And mortals bowed as she passed by. 


 \nother came; o’er her mild face 
A pensive shade was stealing ; 
Yet there no grief of earth we trace, 
But that deep holy feeling 
Which mourns the heart should ever stray 
From the pure fount of bliss away ; 
Around her brow a snow drop fair 
The glossy tresses cluster, 
No pearl nor ornament was there 
Save the meek spirit’s lustre, 
And faith and hope beamed from her eye, 
And angels bowed as she passed by. 


———— 
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FOR THE RELIGIOUS MONITOR. 


ECCLESIASTICAL STATISTICS. 
In one of the late numbers of the Philadelphian there is an account of the 
supposed numbers attached by membership, or otherwise, to the different 
hurches in the United States. In one or two instances there are mistakes 
which it may be worth while to correct. There are at least two denomina- 
tions of Presbyterians whose numbers are rated six times Jess than they are 
represented in their annual reports. The ratio adopted is 1000 members and 
adherents to every preacher. The number assigned to the Associate and 
the Assoviate Reformed Presbyterians is 10,000 each. This calculation of 






ourse is founded on the supposition that there are ten preachers in each of 
these societies. 
The number of preachers in the Associate church, according to the minutes 
by DP) 


yf last year, is 72 ordained and licensed, which will give 72,000, instead of 


10,000. The number of members in full communion is 11,504, reported from 


id. 104 congregations. From 39 there were no reports. The whole number ot 
Ld members will probably be about 15,000. If we suppose six additional hea: 
ibI ers for every communicant, which is much less than the ratio sometimes 
An idopted, the whole number of members and hearers would be something more 
Or than 100,000. Itis probable however that even this is beyond the truth.— 
e. | Our congregations are almost exclusively supported by actual members.— 
Chere are but three ministers settled in congregations whose numbers do not 
* xceed an hundred; many of them exceed two and three, anda few exceed 
~ \ four hundred. The increase of ministers has never equalled the increase of 
‘Oe the church; this may be the chief cause of the proportion of members being 
S o much greater according to the number of preachers, than in some othe: 
te hurches. In some churches the number of preachers exceeds the deman 
* for settlement. So that the number of preachers is not the most accurate 
yee ‘uide for ascertaining the number of members, The Associate Reformed 
he ‘hurch, being divided into three separate Syunods, it is not so easy to ascer- 
An ain their number, it is probably about the same as that of the Associate 
Dt nurch. The Reformed Presbyterians, whose numbers are probably about 
Ay equal to one tenth of these two churches, are set down at 20,000, as if equa! 
I, to both of them. Number can be no fair test ef truth, but correct informa . 
ma tion can do no harm. Yours, &c. J. F, 
; EATH OF DR. ANDERSON. 
+ {t will be seen by the following extract of a letter from a correspondent 
e shat the Secession church in the United States has lost a venerable and 
: auch esteemed father. In his day, many were his contentions for truth, 
al and severe his conflicts with the enemies of the church; but “like a shock 
iti’ ff corn fully ripe,” in his old age, he has Crscended to Oe grave in peace, 
m the with scarce a struggle. ‘* Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of his 
xh saints.” 
f the “He attended a meeting of our Presbytery on Tuesday, the 6th ult. at 
ov North Buffaloe. a distance of thirty miles from his own house. He was in 
ty im ‘ood health, and in Presbytery discovered his usual soundness and deyith o: 
good . 
y tut 
rrent 
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;udgment on several points of importance to our public religious profession. 
In the evening, on his way home, he stopped at the house of a member of N. 
Buffaloe Session, and complained of nothing but the fatigue of travelling.— 
After early supper he went to bed, and when the elder who had attended 
Presbytery with him, came into the room, he spoke of being somewhat indis- 
posed, particularly in his head. Shortly after (about 11 0’clock) he arose ; 
and, in a very little time, was heard to fall, as if with his whole weigut, upon 
the floor. He was immediately found lying upon his back: the friends who 
came to his assistance think he breathed once or twice while they were rais- 
ing him up: but before light could be brought into the room, death had com- 
pletely taken place. 

His corpse was conveyed, on Thursday the sth ult., to his dwelling house, 
ind interred in the burying ground belonging to Service congregation. 

It is expected that another member of Presbytery will send you some par 
ticulars concerning Dr. Anderson, which may form something like a biograpl: 
ical outline, and nothing more. It is to be hoped that none will attempt, un- 
til the present generation passes away, to draw his character, or set him 
forth with an assemblage of his labours, usefuluess, and personal qualities ; 
at least those who knew him best and esteemed him most, will not do so.— 
Dr. Anderson desired the world to know nothing about himself, as a christian 
minister, but what may be known by reading his publications; and he was 
me of those men who do not need laborious praise to recommend them to 


the veneration and esteem of those to whom they are known.” 


T. A. 
To CorRESPONDENTS.—We have received two papers containing stric- 
tures on the observations of A. H. on the Correspondence lately carried on 
between the Associate Synod, and the Synod of the Reformed Presbyterian 
church. As the writer of one of these papers has sent us his name, we shal! 
ive his paper a place in the Monitor in the order in which it was receiyed. 
‘The name of the writer of the other paper, signed ‘‘ A PRESBYTERIAN,” is 
unknown to us ; and if he willsend us his name, his paper shall also be in- 
serted. We think it reasonable that an editor should require the names of 
his correspondents, particularly when they write on controverted points; 
while at the same time we acknowledge the-right of the correspondent to con- 
‘eal his name trom the public if he chooses, and we engage on our part to 
withhold a name whenever requested to doso. 


CoNnTRIBuTORS TO THE Monrror.—A. H.,—The writer of the “ Signs of 
the Times,”—and F., are the three that have contributed the most to the pa- 
ges of of the present volume of the RELIcious Monrror, and are each enti- 
tled to an elegantly bound copy, which will be sent to them the first oppor- 
tunity. 


Notice.—Several of our friends have spoken to us in relation to come 
mencing articles in one volume and concluding them in another. This seems 
to be a necessary evil; we have endeavoreil to avoid it as far as practicable; 
but in some few instances it is unavoidable, unless, indeed, we should delay 
oublishing six or eight months. 
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